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ey ‘wit Under sit headings, Archdeacon 
rm TWrtill, Chairman of the Anglican Paci- 


t Fellowship, last week summarised 
What the Church should be doing in the 
Present international situation. 
€ was speaking at a meeting in the 
ing’s Weigh House Church Hall or- 
Wnised jointly by the APF and the 
Methodist Peace Fellowship. 
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US supports Soviet 
Red Cross appeal 


““Work for peace, abandon use of non- 
directed weapons, provide security zones 
for mothers and children” 


4 Rae American Red Cross last week seconded a resolution presented 
by the Soviet Red Cross calling on the nations of the world not to 
use atomic bombs and non-directed (“V”) weapons. 


According to custom the British Press, with a few exceptions, ignored 
the Reuter reports of the important meeting in Monte Carlo of the 21st 
session of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies. 
This silence is consistent with the policy of the Press and politicians to 
convince people that discussions between East and West are impossible 


Earnestly repeats its appeal to all 
Governments promptly to adopt and 
maintain effective undertakings that will 
prohibit and prevent the use of non- 


the pe? Korea by the North Koreans was in 
sre was & the result of an arbitrary division of 
re 8a by the Great Powers, which in turn 
rbing ee outcome of a bribe to the USSR | 
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pi Bua avaL acest Japan and that an armaments race is the only alternative. 

: The Church should always consider people | . The draft of the Soviet-American resolu- 

yy ici In Korea the Koreans | tion reads: 

quickly, # A war “The Board of Governors of the 
if tragic League reaffirms its abhorrence of war 
sly not and calls upon all Red Cross, Red Cres- 


cent, and Red Lion and Sun Societies and 
their members throughout the world to 
work actively for the establishment and 


ae , rahe Church should have a long term 


1 based on principles, not on ex- 


’ Seney. All previous rearmament pro- maintenance of an enduring peace 
1 in one Mes have eventually led to war, and amongst all nations and peoples; 
an 10 Oa Christian should recognise this. Reaffirms that the most effective action 
— Red Cross can take to obtain this objec- 
ing Spal ; on tive is defined in Resolutions numbered 
aie ee. Nobody can say that the settle- 24 and 64 adopted by the XVIIth Inter- 
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Resolution 64 ‘The Red Cross and 
Peace” appears in full on page two. 
TPHE XVIIth International Red Cross 
Conference, 
considering that 
World War, the 


should develop positive 

For instance, if the money being 

oy, Oo rearmament could be used for the 
E "struction of the Ukraine where mil- 
4° Of people are still homeless, this ges- 
4 of good will would probably pene- 
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1 thelt iy Ff resources far more than we are. If 
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of persons and the annihilation of the 
human values which it is the mission of the 
Red Cross to defend, and that use of these 
methods would imperil the very future of 
civilisation, 

earnestly’ requests the Powers solemnly 
to undertake to prohibit absolutely all re- 
course to such weapons and to the use of 
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SECRET WORK 


“Let the scientists speak out and tell the i 
.., . 3 people of the glorious 
Tid their children can have, so that such a world opinion is created 


at governments will be forced to apply science t 
» War.”—Lord Boyd Orr. i © peace and not 


ly DHE 1 stitute of Biology and the Atomic 
take © Clentists’ Association,‘ with the sup- 

» ©! The British Asséciation, held a two- 

/ “onference on “ The Biological Hazards 
Omic Energy ” last weekend. 


Concluding session was on “ Atomic 
She and the Future,” and several dis- 
‘shed scientists contributed papers. 


Md Comfort 
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and refused to take part in, the secrecy 
that surrounded work on atomic energy. 


; Professor Lonsdale, a prominent paci- 
fist, referred to the excessive number of 
deaths up to 1939 caused in uranium 
mines by tuberculosis and malignant dis- 
orders, particularly cancer of the lungs. 
She haa tried to get information about 
precautions taken in uranium mining, but 
was unable to do so. 
- } 
sing of a outy Gearge Thomson spoke about what 
iti or (a a 4ppen in a future atomic war. Per- 
Would not be as bad as it could 
— The effect of radiation on the 
last; the air would not, he thought, be 
TPulg Ng duration. Broken water mains 
Minna Pread the damage, but the decon- 
Me tia squad would, it is assumed, be 
iN afap Pend say an hour about their work 
of | tstin Y. So much for the effects_of air- 
i} ito the bombs. Those that dug themselves 
Moy, &Found and then exploded might 
. Serious, as they would possibly 
p,.. S0wer of irradiated dust. 
Thieg no Coulson, FRS, spoke about 
41d the responsibilities of the scien- 
ht ma’,!8sues that confront scientists are 
| omic td scientific — they are moral. 
8ng hays 3 


at the thought of the experiments per- 


The public should decide 


In summing up, Lord Boyd Orr asked 
whether atomic energy would be used for 
destructive or constructive ends. 


independent and so develop a world-wide 

public opinion among common people, so 

that the forces of science would be direc- 

ted towards good ends. 

The public should be allowed to decide 
what is to be done with science: 

“ Today,” he said, “we have the power 
of the ancient gods, but not their wisdom.” 


FOOTNOTE: The Ministry of Supply has 
guaranteed that it will buy all the high 
grade uranium ore that can be produced 
an the colonies during the next ten years 
at a minimum price of £1,540 per long 
ton. “The richest of known uranium areas 
is still Katanga in the Belgian Congo,” 
says Whitakers. But little is known of 
mining conditions there. 
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mt RS, stated that they objected to 


She stated, too, that her blood ran cold | 


formed on animals in the atomic-bomb tests. 


Scientists should be absolutely free and | 


directed weapons, atomic energy and 


similar forces for purposes of warfare, | 


as being incompatible with the honour 
and conscience of all peoples.” 


(The full text of Resolutions 24 and 64 
appear on pages one and two.) 


To protect civilians 


The Board of Governors also approved 
the first comprehensive Red Cross Treaty 
for the protection of civilians in wartime. 
The drafting of this Treaty by the Inter- 
national Red Cross was reported in Peace 
News on Sept. 3, 1948. 


It came into force last Saturday. That is 
to say, the governments of the signatory 
nations have agreed to respect the terms 
of the Treaty. 


Article 12 provides for neutral “se. 
curity zones” in any future war, where 
young mothers, children under 15, 
wounded, sick, expectant mothers and 
aged civilians would be immune from 
attack of any kind, 


In the draft presented to the Diplomatic, 


Conference at Geneva at its meeting on 
April 27, 1949, Article 12 asked that the 
parties to the Geneva Conventions “ shall 


R.A.F. man resigns 
tells Mr. Strachey 


MY DUTY IS TO 
DENOUNCE WAR 


The following letter was sent to the 
War Minister, Mr. Strachey, last week 
by a recently demobilised RAF con. 
script. A copy was also sent to Mr. 
Attlee. 


Dear Sir, 

I am returning to you RAF form 4099, 
recently received, together with RAF re- 
lease book, which please accept as my re- 
signation from the RAF and all other 
branches of military and war service. 

At the mature age of 18 I was con- 
scripted against my wishes, and, even at 
that age, against my better instincts. 

After demobilisation I was determined 
that never again could I become part of 
the war machine. I now fully realise 
that my duty to my fellow men, women, 
and especially children, is to denounce 
war and all preparations for war. 

There is no conceivable disaster that 
could overtake this country worse than the 
consequential results of the war for which 
you and Parliament now feverishly prepare. 

Yours sincerely, J 


R. DAVIDSON 


endeavour to set up security zones in their 
territories in peace-time.” 


The United Kingdom and Canadian dele- 
gates requested that the words “shall en- 
deavour” should be replaced by the word 
“may.” In their opinion, the possibility of 
setting up such zones should be left to the 
States but not made an obligation, an 
official communique stated. 


The new “rules of warfare” also ex- 
clude the use of prisoners of war in lifting 
landmines or unexploded bombs, and the 
taking of hostages. 


When the representatives of 61 nations 
debated these measures in 1949 the British 
Press, again with one or two exceptions, ~ 
kept silent. Only Peace News reported the 
Geneva Diplomatic Conference in any de- 
tail and the British delegates refusal to 
support a motion outlawing altogether the 
use of atomic and mass bombing. 


In Belgium, the Stop-War Movement 
has been pressing the Government to de- 
elare the N-East corner of West Flanders, 
which incorporates the city of Bruges and 
the port of Zeebrugge, a security zone. 
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Double Standard 


NE of the commonest objections 

to pacifism is that nations 

cannot be expected to behave accord- 

ing to the same _ standards as 
individuals, 

There is a certain superficial justification 


for this belief; for it is true that there must 
be differences in degree between col- 
lective standards and those of selected 
individuals, 

But difference in degree is not difference 
in kind: and the fact remains there cannot 
be two correct but conflicting standards of 
morality. Until governments and_ the 
spokesmen of nations agree consciously to 
approximate their standards of public 
morality to those of their personal be- 
haviour, there can be no alleviation of the 
present state-of the world. 


We were moved to these observations by 
the latest utterance of the Archbishop of 
York. Last Sunday he said: 


“ People who believe they are promoting 
the cause of peace by mass meetings and 
by petitions demanding unilateral disarma- 
ment are ‘deceiving themselves and acting 
as unconscious instruments of the unscru- 
pulous men who hope to see all disarmed 
except themselves.” 


We can ignore the part about the self- 
deception of the people who demand uni- 
lateral disarmament. It is merely the re- 
mark of a man who hag never taken the 
trouble to enquire what such people do 
know and what they do believe. 


What concerns us here is the assertion 
that there is nothing behind the Russian 
campaign but the conscious villainy of 
utterly evil men whose sole motive is to 
trick the rest of the world into becoming 
defenceless and at their mercy. 


It would be difficult to imagine a more 
thoroughly irresponsible and provocative 
thing for a Christian leader to say at a 
time like the present. In saying it, the 
Archbishop has, as far as he is concerned, 


finally slammed the door on any Hoag A 


efforts to world peace. 

It is not, of course, a new kind of thing. 
We get it with almost daily regularity from 
politicians and leading articles all over the 
world. 


One of the latest, and worst, examples 
of it, was Mr. Truman's latest speech, in 
which, as the press cerrectly summarised, 
he “explained what Russia must do to show 
she really wanted peace.” 


It has indeed become a regular feature 
of current news. But the crudity of it 
seems worse coming from an Archbishop, as 
Qne does not want to abandon the hope that 
sooner or later the leaders of the Church 
will show the world how to behave and even 
lead the way to peace. 


For what such remarks mean, in effect, is 
something like this: 


“We are absolutely in the right; the 
other lot are absolutely in the wrong. 
Theirs is a sole responsibility for the pre- 
Sent state of things. We have nothing to 
regret, save perhaps too much leniency in 
the past. No words or deeds of ours could 
have been misinterpreted or misunderstood. 


“What is more, the other lot know that 
we are right and they are wrong. For them 
fo pretend they do not know, only adds 
hypocrisy to all their other sins. 


“The first step, therefore, must come 
from them. Let them admit our rectitude 
and humbly confess thei sins, and then we 
ean begin to discuss the matter. Until 
they do that, there is nothing further we 
ean do—except, of course, continue to arm 
ourselves against that unprovoked attack 
which, we know, they contemplate.” 

Now we know there are rare individuals 
who talk like that in private life. When 
they turn up in books we call them Peck- 
sniff or Chadband. When we meet them 
in the flesh we avoid them as very unpleas- 
ant hypocrites. Certainly no modern Arch- 
bishop would reach the throne if he began 
by talking like that to his parishioners. 

Yet an Archbishop can talk like that to 


a foreign nation and see nothing funny in 


it, such is the ease with which Christendom 
adopts the double standard of behaviour— 
the personal and the national. 

While the Archbishop was uttering those 
words in York, we were reading the follow- 
ing words in the Commentary column of 
“The Observer: 

“There is a danger of repetition by 
esstablished religious figures to the exclu- 
sion of new thought. What is needed is 
that contending views should be heard on 
the right attitude for Christians as 
dividuals and citizens towards world 
problems. ‘Unorthodox opinions should be 
deliberately sought.” 

Fortunately for he Archbishop, he need 

e 


in- 


not seek far. Anglican Pacifist 


'Fellowship can help him to find the “ un- 


orthodox opinions” he needs. 


Commentary 


i all that has been written on the 
recent change at the Treasury, 
the particular difficulty likely to be 
most acutely felt by Mr. Gaitskell in 
his new post has been left unmen- 
tioned in concise words. 


Yet no one can fail to worry about it 
who looks squarely at the true meaning of 
all the praises showered on the departing 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Unceasingly derided by his political op- 
ponents, and often enough also by people 
of his own party, as a non-smoking, non- 
drinking, vegetarian kill-joy fanatic for 
austerity, Sir Stafford Cripps also enjoyed 
altogether exceptional renown both as a 
man of outstanding ability and as the ab- 
solute personification ot high-principled 
conscientiousness, devotion to duty and 
utter disregard of personal advantage and 
comfort. 


It is not libelling other Ministers and 
politicians to say that, made of more human 
flesh-and-bone, they will have a much 
poorer chance than Sir Stafford of shaming 
the public into the acceptance of more and 
more demands for sacrifices, 


Either the rigorous soundness of Cripps 
finance, imposed time after time in defiance 
of all clamour for vote-helping alleviations 
of our taxation miseries, will soon become 
a thing of the past, or the April budget 
will arouse more resentment and open re- 
sistence than it would have done under Sir 
Stafford. 


Britain’s Dependence on USA 
TN the new mood of the American Con- 
gress, engendered, at least partly, by 
our improved dollar and gold position, and 
with the result of the November elections 
still undecided, even the seemingly easy 
expedient of ever growing indebtedness to 
USA may not remain, indefinitely, a certain 
way out of our difficulties. 


Nor yet, in the event of all “ going well” 
in that direction, shall we be able to avert 
the steady growth of our dependence on a 
much vaster country not sharing our con- 
ceptions of social and economic obligations 
to the weaker sections of the community— 
or be able to oppose valid reasonings to 
communistic propaganda alleging that we 
are becoming a satellite of American Big 
Business. 


Even the fact that the improved dollar 
and gold position will have no alleviating 
effect whatever on our coming budget, and 
that we shall still have to go on producing 
more and consuming less, is beyond the 
ordinary man’s comprehension. Yet the 
facts are incontrovertible, and will remain 
so as long as the policy of extended arma- 
ments is followed. 


Who will settle Korea? 
PPETITE while eating has never yet 
failed to come to High Commanders 


THE RED CROSS AND PEACE 


The following is the Resolution 64 
passed by the International Red Cross 
at their Seventeenth Conference and 
which the Board of Governors of the 
League of Red Cross Societies last 
week asked all their members to make 
the basis of their work sor peace. 


RESOLUTION 64 


rPHE Conference re-affirms the abhorrence 
of War by the Red Cross and _ its 
determination to work constantly for the 
development of that international under- 
standing which would bring an enduring 
Peace amongst all nations of the world. 

This will be achieved by spreading the 
ideal for which the Red Cross particularly 
stands: the relief of suffering wherever it 
may exist and the endeavour to spread the 
Red Cross principles of selfless service to all 
quarters of the globe. 

Aware that the younger generation will 
soon be called upon to play its part in 
world atfairs, the International Red Cross 
will make every effort to establish, extend 
and strengthen the Junior Red Cross move- 
ment in all countries, with a view to creat- 
ing better understanding and mutual res- 
pect amongst millions of young people in all 
parts of the world. 

The XVIIth International Red Cross Con- 
ference, adopts the Declaration on Peace 
submitted by the XXth Session of the Board 
of Governors of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, which reads as follows: 

“The history of mankind shows that the 
campaign against the terrible scourge of 
war cannot achieve success if it is limited 
to the political sphere. Faced with the 
ever-increasing deadly effectiveness of 
chemical biological, bacteriological or atomic 
weapons of total warfare, the opposing 
forces must strive to avert this terrible 
catastrophe by every available’ means. 
Peace is not simply the absence of a state 
of war; it must be won in hard combat by 
tireless exertion day after day in the most 
varied fields of human activity. 

“The Red Cross, nationally and inter- 
nationally, is a vital force for the preserva- 
tion of peace. Peace in a nation is built 
in the hearts and minds of men by deeds 
that are prompted by manifest sympathy, 
understanding and respect for their fellow 
men. In like manner, when extended to the 
international level, such actions not only 
relieve distress but contribute to the crea- 
tion of constructive attitudes of friendli- 
ness and sympathy among the peoples of 
the world. 

“The Red Cross, has as its primary func- 
tion the relief of human suffering on an Im- 
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By ROY SHERWOOD 


in war operations. The decision to stop at 
the 38th Parallel in Korea was thrown 
overboard as soon as it changed over from 
representing a target still lying in the 
foggy future to becoming a practical pos- 
sibility. So, for the time being, thought 
has been saved by continuing the processes 
of destruction as it was saved in the world 
war by going on to the point of uncondi- 
tional surrender, 


But, as Alistair Cook points out in the 
Manchester Guardian, 


“Tf the North surrenders, to whom 
will it capitulate? ... Who will carry on 
the day-to-day administration in the im- 
mediate future? Eventually there will 
have to be elections , . if these are 
supervised by the United Nations Com- 
mission, this will presumably have the 
responsibility of drawing up the rules. 
... At present the North, with a popu- 
lation of ten millions, elects over 500 
members; the South with twenty millions, 
less than half this number... . Pending 
the elections, what measures will be 
taken against North Korean prisoners 
and those who have committed 
atrocities? ” 


The danger of disregarding India 


J NDIA remains in fundamental disagree- 

ment with the West. She does not be- 
lieve that Russia and China, in common, 
plotted the North Korean aggression, nor 
that China will want to become a satellite 
of the Soviets. By disregarding this 
weighty opinion, India in the first place 
and China in the second, are being antago- 
nised at a dangerous moment. 


Nothing is plainer than that success or 
failure in the struggle against the worst 
features of communistic totalitarianism 
depends in the long run on the feelings of 
the people in the kar East. 


Syngman Rhee for Korea, Chiang Kai 
Shek for China, and Bao Dai for Indo- 
China are poor specimens of liberalism 
and honesty in administration with which 
to associate the vaunted ideals of western 
democracy amidst their pitiable victims in 
the countries they have misruled. 


The danger of the Korean operations 
leading to a general war is not yet over, 
Before these lines appear in print the 
United Nations forces may have advanced 
right up to the frontiers of Siberia and 
Manchuria. If it was possible for United 
States jet planes to attack an airfield near 
Vladivostok by mistake long before this 
face-to-face position between Western 
forces on one side and Soviet and Chinese 
forces on the other had been reached, it 
would be almost too much to hope for the 
avoidance of frontier incidents, let alone 
the growth of mutual provocation and de- 
testation, in the near future. 


partial basis without regard for the dif- 
ferences of nationality, race, or religious or 
political belief. In discharging this res- 
ponsibility at home and abroad the Red 
Cross offers to all men an opportunity for 
positive action to meet human need and at 
the same time contribute to that better 
understanding among peoples which is 
essential to the maintenance of peace. 

“The unique character of the Red Cross 
with over 100,000 adult and junior members, 
united in 65 national Red Cross, Red Cres- 
cent and Red Lion and Sun Societies and 
federated in the League of Red Cross 
Societies, enables these humanitarian activi- 
ties to take on added significance for the 
preservation of peace because the actions 
are prompted by the same basic humani- 
tarian considerations and conducted under 
the common symbol universally recognised 
throughout the world. 


*% 


“The actions whereby Red Cross mem- 
bers and groups relieve sutfering through 
the extension of aid to the sick and the 
helpless, to the refugee and to the homeless, 
and to the victims gt war or catastrophe are 
practical, productive measures in the cause 
of peace. 

“The work of the National Societies in the 
prevention of illness and disease through 
health activities, the programmes by and 
for youth in which the Junior Red Cross 
stimulates the spirit of self-sacrifice and 
service to others, and the international pro- 
grammes of co-operation among. sister 
societies—all tend to demonstrate tangibly 
through the Red Cross man’s concern for 
the welfare of his fellow-man. The atti- 
tudes so developed and strengthened are 
strong contributors to the elimination of 
some of the causes of war. 

“The Red Cross the world around should 
concentrate its resources on these practical 
tangible measures in which peovle may en- 
gage, and through the by-products of such 
efforts play their part in creating that 
better understanding among all peoples that 
flows naturally from such measures. 

“The primary role of the Red Cross in 
the preservation of peace is, therefore, one 
of conducting activities through which men, 
women and children throughout the world 
may act to relieve and prevent human suf- 
fering both at home and abroad. 

“The Red Cross programme must be one 
of positive action within its proper sphere 
of competence. Action of this kind is the 
most effective expression of the aspirations 
of men for peace. In pursuing this basic 
objective the Red_Cross welcomes the col- 


The chief obstruction 


AS far as grounds for public confideny 
= are concerned, President Trumal 
journey to Wake Island has left matte 
where they were before. 


In his first Press conference after ! 
return, the President merely repeated u 
very official-sounding statement that 
principal purpose of his trip had been tof 
General MacaArthur’s views on the rehab 
tation of Korea and Japan. They had @ 
cussed this and related questions, he 3a. 
and were in full agreement. Asked speci 
cally about Indo-China, he declared thé 
had made no decision. But a day or tf 
later it was announced that extended oe 
tary aid would be furnished to the fore 
fighting for France and Bao Dat. 


Another questioner asked if the admissi4# 
of Mao Tse Tung’s China to the Unit# 
Nations Assembly had been discussed. } 
President answered in the negative, and @ 
many times announced U.S. intention » 
vote agajnst it, still stands. 


In the view of the Russians’ new col 
Hatoriness at Lake Success, this 1s ™ 
the largest single factor obstructing 
path to a better understanding. 4 

It is so obvious that the conditions t0 
imposed on Korea are of the utmost 19, 
portance for the immediate as well as ¢ 
more distant future, that anything ¢3P2? 
of further antagonising people in the Ff! 
East must be recognised as crass stupidi 


The tempting wealth of the East 


TNCIDENTALLY, though I have no WH 
* to accuse the western powers of unwot 
motives in their enthusiasm for the Pf 
tection of the Far East, is it genera! 
known how important its resources are + 
war materials? Korea is the source 
two-thirds of the world’s graphite, sad 
large quantities of tungsten, manganey 
chrome, Malaya is the possessor o* 0™ 
third of the world’s tin deposits ards 
everyone knows, the main source of n¥& 
rubber. Between them, Korea, ‘hid 
Malaya and Burma possess four-fift18., 
the world’s tungsten. Before associat 
their names, in these conditions, with 
particular regimes 

I 


in these countries 
would therefore seem desirable for outsi® 

to make certain that these regimes had 
sweeter smell than Syngman Rhee’s, Chi 


Kai Shek’s and Bao Dai’s. 
Reaction in Australia 


()F the Australian Labour Party's suid 

decision to give up its resistence | 
their Government's outlawry measul 
against the Communists, there remains at 
sufficient space to say that it is deplora?y 
No such measures have ever proved, !# 
ingly successful anywhere, and there 15 a 
the slightest reason for supposing that 
will do better in Australia, 


} 


laboration of all people and all agence 
national and international, genuinely } 
cerned with the preservation of peace. | 

“It is therefore for all National 50%. 
ties, and for each of their individual ” 
bers, men women, and chiluren, 2! a 
whom, individually or collectively, belo’ 
this universal federation, the League sis 
Red Cross Societies, to support and sU8 ait 
the basic Red Cross activity of mutual “vit 
and friendly co-operation between indy) 
duals and nations, thereby contributine 
the further objective of the Red Cros 
contribute to the foundations on. W et 
peace can be built. To quote its foUm 
Henri Dunant, in ‘A Souvenir of SolferMs 

‘To encourage the ideas of sol 
between nations in doing good is to opP’ : 
war. 

“The more keenly the servants ons 
Red Cross throughout the world are ° 
scious of this sacred duty, the neare? 
will draw to that ideal state of real. 
which alone will enable him to attal® 
summit of his creative faculties.” 


(See also page one.) = 
een 
DONT WAIT FOR YOUR OAP 


“ BYXAMPLE,” said Edmund Burke, iy 
the only school from which me" 
he 


that 


learn.” 

It is true that when he wrote 
knew nothing about the need for fy yint 
ing a pacifist paper. He was merely !% 
down a general principle. 

But I quote it because last we 
age pensioner sent us £5. But sh? 

You'd think that was enough. u'pN* 
went further. She asked for 2 dozen itsid® 
to be sent to her: “I'll try standing * 
Woolworth’s next Saturday,” she 

You see? She wants to in 
our income and ane 2 rise. to : 
expect many pacifists to rifice 
heights of enthusiasm an self-saem gah 


For one thing, few of you, i 
gz hope this example ris 


ek al ol 


a OAP, But I do Pe to yor 
add a little jet-propulsion rhe: ‘ 
For instance—what about Cente the 
a week from 10 people: Im a we ke 
because that vast sum—Is. °°. uy thé 
from only 400 of you would eae 3-pase 
EXTRA income we need to keep urke wet 
paper going. do hope 
right... . THE EDITOR 
Contributions since Oct ote 1d. 49 
Total since Jan. 1, 1950: £2, ayadle iy 
Please make cheques, eine ag th ‘i 
Peace News Ltd., and ad Peale 
Vera Brittain, Treasurer, 
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“WORLD 
GOVERNMENT 
MUST COME” 


In line with world activity to arouse 
qmterest in the Peoples World Conven- 
tion which meets in Geneva in Decem- 
ber, the Crusade for World Government 


iblic confideni 
ient Trumal 
s left matte 


ence after } 
y repeated 1 


nent that J has issued a “ Declaration to all 
iad been tof citizens,” outlining the aims and policy 
m the rehabt of the Crusade. Copies may be 
They had d obtained from 54 Baker Street, London, 
stions, he s@ W.1. 


Asked speci” 
declared tht 
a day or ie 


“WWUMANITY faces a crisis of 
survival.” reads the Declara- 


extend ia tion. It continues: 
tes { “The Governments of the United States 
' a of America and the Union of Socialist 
the admissid Soviet Republics are preparing for war. 
to the Phe Throughout the world, other governments, 
discussed. Including our own, have now become in- 
yative, and a volved—on one side or the other—in similar 
intention “preparations. Each Government believes 


Its cause to be just and right, and each 
claims that it is taking defensive measures. 
Scientific evidence tells us that an atomic 
World conflict may result in the destruction 
of both Eastern and Western civilisations, 
together with the majority of the human 


ns’ new con 

this is mm 
structing * 
ig. 


nditions tol 


st race. There is no authority to which states- 
e ulmoseg men on either side can turn to avert this 
is_ well as catastrophe 
‘thing capamy pre; 
le in the F SOCIAL CONFUSION 
rass stupidil , ’ , 
“ World-wide economic and_ social con- 
he East fusion bewilder mankind. | Over-stocked 
p warehouses and foodpiles mock starving and 
have no W omeless populations. The subject peoples 
*s of unwo of Asia and Africa confront the conscience 
for the Ph of humanity with problems to which no 
it genera government can give the answer. Only 
yurces are Planning on a world seale can answer these 
he source questions, and enable food production to 
phite, end eep pace with increasing populations. 
ty manganey .Meanwhile, we dissipate our resources on 
essor 0* ig jarmaments. 
ete ane | “The old order in world affairs has 
Breit 1 "hint collapsed. 
four-fift 13,2 _ “That order was built upon the assump- 
Q associatish tion that national governments, behind their 
ms, with 4% frontiers, could successfully pursue without 
countries ‘Interference a policy based upon self- 
for outside! interest, disregarding the common rights 
‘gimes had, and interests of mankind. The irresistible 
hee’s, Chiah tides of human thought in their social and 


Scientific advance have, in this century, 
demolished this illusion of security, and 
ave demonstrated that national frontiers 
Provide no protection against economic 


artvla & ¢ i . : i 
arty’s sudd distress, ideological penetration, or des- 


resistence truction by war 
y meast a ; s 
remains o& The world is one. 
is deplora) “Whatever our race, creed, colour, or 
proved lt political ‘belief, we are all citizens of this 
there is one world, irrevocably bound together by 
ing that the our humanity. To deny this is to reject the 
lessons of the past, and the warning of the 
present, 
THE NEW ORDER 
“A new order in world affairs is overdue, 
a@ That new order must be World Govern- 
all ager: ment, an authority above all nations, with 
nuinely © Power to act in the interests of the common 
peace. — i People of the world, and_ obtaining its 
tional age authority from them. A World Govern- 
vidual nA ment which takes over and _ disbands 
tren, al national armed forces; which establishes 
ly, belong and enforces the rule of international law, 
League and which ensures social and economic 
and sust® Justice for all peoples. 
e mutual am “World Government must come by the 
veen ind! demand and free consent of the citizens of 
itributing | the world. The alternative is world domina- 
ed Croeridl tion by military conquerors ruling the 
on wt : ee rered remnants of civilisation and 
its foun’, umanity. 
f Solferin® | “Which shall it be? - 
of solidaty “The responsibility—and the choice—is 
is to OP. ours,” 
the 
ants of ott 
id arena, Open letter to US 
1 evan 4 
retain th and Soviet peoples 


"THE Crusade for World Government is 

appealing for signatures to yet another 
Peace petition which is to be delivered at 
the United States and the Soviet embas- 
Sles, and published to the peoples of the 


*i® World through News Agencies, the Press 
Burke, will adio and other means. _ yy. 4 
ch m “Let the people meet” is the title of the 
that Petition, which takes the form of an “Open 
pa $u port | {ietter, from the people of Seth ons pt 
inf @ people of the USA. and the 
a k 
erely 1aY Which reads: _ ‘ Be 
ek an olf: Dear American or Russian Citizen, 
* pf We nave been Allies. All are conle have 
ut § suffered in war. Our children now 
rs pN* have the right to life and the enjoyment 
ling outsid® of a better world we can make for 
he wro’ ey Pa by our common efforts. 
srease 1 e do not believe there are any dif- 
ow I dot ferences that cannot be settled with 
> to th good sense and good will by the people 
“If-sacrifict themselves. 
ve yet BF Ve therejore appeal to pou.in the name 
xample ms of our common humanity to meet with 
our effor)) us, in a joint council, through 
llecting th appointed or elected representatives, to 
ention 7 Work out an agreement that will 
a the guarantee the welfare and security of 
‘ive us mankind, 
out OR y ot pease states that one important 
5 ~ ‘fat has emerged from the Stockholm 
piTtoR lead Petition, is that whatever national 
ea 6s. of ¢ Ts desire, the overwhelming yearning 
re 1d. us, ‘€ world’s population, including the 
1 yadle : be pan peoples is to abolish war. It would 
pan em tal if this urgent desire were misused 
pS News It j 4r-minded persons for their own ends. 


S for the 1 
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REPORT FROM NEW ZEALAND 


Labour opposition to 


militarism 


in schools 


From A, C, BARRINGTON 


OMEWHAT late in the day the annual conference of the New Zealand 
Federation of Labour urged that military training in secondary 
(post-primary) schools be abolished and the time given to physical culture. 


But the raising of the matter with the 
Government has had the useful result of 
nation-wide publicity to the Ministerial re- 
ply which points out that training in the 
schools is not compulsory. 


Cadet training in schools in New Zea- 
land has a long history and is almost 
universal. I have never before seen a 
public statement that the training is op- 
tional and I helieve very few parents or 
boys are aware of it. 


My own son is the only abstainer at the 
local district high school. 


A German refugee declared a year or 
two ago that not even under Hitler in Ger- 
many had militarism invaded the schools 


American pacifists’ 
war - tax protest 


New York 


TPHE National Executive Committee of the 

Fellowship of Reconciliation has in- 
structed its officers and staff members to 
continue to conform to the law in the mat- 
ter of PAYE (“withholding”) for ad- 
ditional income tax for military purposes, 
but has sent a communication to ithe 
Treasury Department and the President 
stating “that we pay over this additional 
war tax only under protest and with a 
heavy heart.” 


The Executive Committee took nate of 
the fact that although the majority of the 
membership pay their full income tax, some 
are refusing to pay that portion of the tax 
which is equivalent to the percentage of 
the national budget devoted to military 
preparation. 


Recognising that “civil disobedience is 
a genuine form of pacifist witness,” the 
Committee pledged its “ moral support to 
those who, in the matter of taxation for 
war purposes, feel that ithey are under a 
moral and religious obligation to practice 
civil disobedience.” 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation is a re- 
ligious, pacifist organisation founded in 
England in 1914 and the United States in 
1915. It has a membership of 14,000 in 
the United States and slightly over that 
number in Britain, An Indian section holds 
its first annual conference next month, 


WAR WIDOW’S 
GESTURE 


A macabre funeral ceremony was 
carried out by the U.S. Government 
last year when the remains of service- 
men killed in Burma were transported 
for re-burial at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. Relatives were invited to 
visit this ‘National Shrine ”—at 
their own expense. 


One American widow has decided to 
spend her money more constructively, 
reports the American pacifist 
monthly, ‘ Fellowship.” “Tf the 
Government should use all the money 
it is spending on re-burials and bring- 
ing back “empty boxes” on some 
worthwhile cause, even a memorial 
fund for our children or try to teach 
the public against war just as they 
have taught too many for war,” she 
writes, “well, it might bring about a 
happier world.” As a start, she has 
offered her 75 dollars to the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation to use in its 
work for peace. 


A NEW US VENTURE : 
“PEACE PAMPHLETEERS ” 


AN organisation has been effectively 
*“ working for some time in the United 
States called Peace Pamphleteers. 

With four different pamphlets, the dis- 
tributors visit some hundred or more homes 
every week. The pamphlets are designed 
to snow that refusal ito fight is not only a 
good ideal; but has actually been proven 
effective in the past. 

The rst week, “Message One” is 
slipped through the letter box; it reads: 
“Yo Our Nelgnbours; were world con- 
ditions improved by World War I? No. 
By World War It? No. Would world 
conditions be better after World War 
III? No. Friendship is the only safety.” 
The second is similar and the third is 

very, very apt today. It reads: “The 
world needs, not Peace-Lovers; not Peace- 


Hopers; not Peace-Talkers .. . but PEACE 
MAKERS.” 
Using literature printed by American 


wonscientious objectons in Mexico, Peace 
Pamphleteers of 23 Coolidge Hill Road, 
Cambridge, 38, Mass., are doing an original 
job for the veace movement; original and 
actively usefvl. 


The Hastings Peace Pledge Union has a 
“produce stall” at each of its monthly 
meetings. Contributions in kind are 
brought by members and sold for the bene- 
fit of the Peace News fund. 


to the extent it had here. The Federation 
of Labour statement claimed that as there 
was now compulsory military training at 
18, training at schoo! was no longer needed. 


MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR LIFE 


Current recruiting advertisements in New 
Zealand newspapers cheerfully omit any ink- 
ling of what armies and navies are for. 


The Navy issues “A call to adventurous 
young men ” which continues ”: 


“The call of the sea, to adventure; to 
foreign travel; to a grand, free life, is as 
strong as ever. And the Royal New Zealand 
Navy offers YOU just that life in a rapidly 
expanding, highly technical service. The 
work is most interesting and varied, and 
fives real opportunities of promotion and 
high rates of pay with complete security. 
. . . Join the Royal New Zealand Navy and 
make the most of your life! Applications 
are invited from boys from 15 years 3 
months upwards.” 


_ The Army advertisement of the same date 
is less colourful: “Join the Regular Force 
Cadets. Learn a trade. Or become a skilled 
instructor. Continue your education while 
you earn. Boys of 16 and 17 who are leav- 
ing school this year may apply now...” 


NOT “UNDER THE INFLUENCE” 


_At a Wellington sitting of the Conscien- 
tious Objection Committee, the Ven. Arch- 
deacon J. R. Young, 2 member of the com- 
mittee, commented that the number of 
18-year-olds pleading conscientious objec- 
tion to military training was so far exceed- 
ingly small. The report does not disclose 
whether he was glad or sad. All three ap- 
plications were granted, Norman Laurence 
Tagg (against combatant duties), Kenneth 
Robert Pullenger and Brian Wilson (both 
against all duties). “Each of the appli- 
cants professed adherence to a religious 
order but said his objection was a matter 
of conscience, with no undue influence from 
the Church.” I wonder what leading ques- 
tion was designed to discover whether these 
boys were “ under the influence ” (as drunks 
are described) of their Church. 


TO HANG OR NOT TO HANG 


The National Party Government which 
came to power nearly a year ago was 
pledged to restore hanging (“capital pun- 
ishment”’) and flogging (“corporal punish- 
ment "—-why not call a spade a spade?) 
after 14 years of abolition under Labour. 
The hanging question is now being con- 
sidered by a Parliamentary Select Commit- 
tee which is hearing evidence in public from 
all interested organisations and individuals. 
So far the Justice Department, ithe Police 
and the British Israel Federation have sup- 
ported hanging and the Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church, Quakers and Howard 
League Penal Reform have opposed restora- 
ition. 


Briefly ... 


In California recently, Mrs. Lily S. 
Galloway wrote to the Long Beach City 
Band protesting “in the name of American- 
ism,” against its playing of the Song of 
the Volga Boatman. 

* 


* * 


In the whole of Malaya, there are only 30 
government dental officers, attempting to 
deal with the teeth of 600,000 children. 

UNICEF is assisting Malayan authori- 
ties to train nurses who will be skilled in a 
limited field to help with the treatment of 
the children. 


Friday, November 


Lady PARMOOR & 


FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON RD, N.W.1 


will speak on 


THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 


Chairman: Rev. Clifford Macquire 


At this meeting the Christian Pacifist case will be 
presented in the manner most likely to help those 
who do not yet accept the pacifist position, but are 

genuinely concerned about this difficult problem. 
PLEASE COME & BRING A NON-PACIFIST FRIEND | 


October 27, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 ~ 


SCANDINAVIAN 
NEWS - FLASHES 


rPHE twenty-two thousand members of 

the Danish section of the Womens’ 
Internationa] League for Peace and Free- 
dom celebrated “ Peace Day” on Sept. 22. 
Flags were sold in the streets, and on the 
previous evening a member of the Danish 
Government, Mrs. Bodil Begtrup, spoke for 
the League on the wireless. In order to 
help publicity an extra copy of the monthly 
magazine was sent free to all subscribers. 


At the Annual General Meeting of the 
Swedish branch of the War Resisters’ 
International held this summer impres- 
Sive statistics were given of activities 
during the 1949-50 season. Contact had 
been made with 2,000 church communi- 
ties. The Travelling Secretary had 
spoken at 172 meetings to a total of 
nearly 8,000 listeners. Pastor John Berg 
had held 85 peace meetings in which over 
5,000 participants took part. The monthly 
newspaper “Fredsmissionéren” reached 
a circulation of 3,800. 


The Danish Relief Organisation Mellem- 
folkeligt Samvirke (International Co-opera- 
tion) reports that during the summer 77 
young people from Denmark took part in 
20 different work camps in Germany, 
Austria and Finland. 


—~—e oe Se be ee eee ee 


In 1945 there were 500 conscientious 
objectors in Norway who had refused te 
be called up for military service and had. © 
undertaken the alternative civilian work. 
Today the figure is 1,100, and it is rising 
with each new age group as it reaches the © 
age of conscription. 


As a protest against the proposed new 
taxes to finance the heavy rearmament 
programme called for in connection with 
the Atlantic Pact the Danish “No More 
War” organisation has sent a statement to 
the Danish Government and Parliament. © 
It is pointed out that there are many © 
people who cannot on conscientious grounds 
agree to pay such taxes, and the statement 
continues “ but we understand clearly that 
a pacifist must not profit financially from 
his convictions, so we suggest that arrange- 
ments should be made for pacifists to pay 
the norma] defence tax into a fund for” 
Danish relief work in the countries which 
have been devastated by war. ET 


““Send women to UN ” 
— Australian WIL” 


From EDITH HEDGER 
MELBOURNE © 


At a recent meeting of the Australian 

Section (Victorian Division) of the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, attention was drawn to a 
news item in the Melbourne press that, for 
the first time, one of the negro race—a | 
woman—had been included in the Ameri- 
can delegation to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations now in session. 


The meeting expressed pleasure at 
America’s forward policy but members were — 
reminded that the Australian Government 
had failed to include a woman in its dele- 
gation. 


Members realised that because world 
peace is not yet established on a concrete © 
foundation, and the defence programmes 
are fast becoming a crippling burden to 
every nation, it is essential for women to 
meet, at a world level, at U.N. 
Assemblies. 


In spite of their political and other dif- 
ferences, it appears that, generally, women 
have a higher regard for human life than 
men, they certainly are the greater suf- 
ferers through war. 


The hope’ was expressed that women 
everywhere will impress upon their Govern- 
ments the usefulness of women’s .influence 
in a matter of outlawing war. 


10th, at 7.30 p.m. 
Dr. Donald SOPER 


/ 
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‘Synthesis of Democracy and Communism, 
) by Alokananda Mahabarati, Arunchal 
: Mission, Calcutta. Available in Britain 
i; a only from Housman’s Bookshop, 3 Black- 
{ — stock Road, N.4, 1s. 


YNTHESIS of Democracy and 


Communism,” a “ message to 
is a curious publication, 


a 
He “the nation,” 
I yet typical of a considerable per- 


centage of Indian writing and rather 
puzzling to British readers. 


It is written in religious terms, almost in 
the style of an American Fundamentalist. 
_ The pamphlet deserves some attention be- 
cause it reveals an attitude to Communism 
that is widespread in the Far East but 


ce to Western mind. 


It is a singular fact that the Eastern 
| i mind is capable of discussing Communism 
i objectively without panic or alarm. The 
f BePasterner can see its historical function, 
i which on the whole is praiseworthy, while 
its dangers he regards in a matter of fact 
i way, conscious that every social system has 


"its dangers. 


The chief reason for this is, I think, that 
he belongs to a civilisation with a long 
history, generally three or four thousand 
, years, which includes many conquests, all 
| the conquerors being eventually absorbed, 
Wand several cycles of decay and spiritual 

re.zeneration. Accordingly the Easterner 
| _ does not think in terms of permanent en- 
| " slavement, but of changes and evolutions, 
' 
' 
- 


'and contributions by this institution or 
system and that, 


«“ God’s Demolition Squad ” 


" Hence “Synthesis of Democracy and 
Communism” opens with the declaration 
that Communism is fulfilling an important 
Divine purpose. It 
» force in the world which now ‘sways the 
) thought, lives and actions of half mankind.” 
Although its function is not entirely nega- 
tive, its main purpose is to “break, destroy 
"and demolish ruthlessly.” It is ‘ God’s 
)) Demolition Squad! ” 

’ We are told that “The Lord God has 
willed, in this age, a root and branch 
hange, a complete transformation of all 


is a great dynamic 
66 


things human. Godless, materialistic, im- 
moral Communism is the appropriate in- 
strument to fulfil that Divine purpose” 
') since man’s apathy needs to be shaken. 
) Then comes the explanation: 
- “Asia’s European masters did nothing 
for the Asian people but exploit them for 
) selfish ends, and God sent Communism. 
»... The Western world, Democracy, has 
iu done nothing for Tibet. Tibet needs 
’ Communism as China did. The Divine 
y purpose must be fulfilled!” 
) Truman’s Four Point Programme is “ too 
late, too uncertain, too inadequate. De- 
mocracy is spinning words while Fate 
‘ operates against it. God’s Demolition Squad 
1 on’t stop.” 
Because of its self-complacency, we are 
) told, Democracy is no match for Commun- 
Pay ism, and unless it can revitalise itself by a 
finer concept than Communism, which will 
t Be aiilt in quick, recreative action, it is 
“doomed, and Communism will sweep across 
the world, 
ai ° ° ° ° 
“Communism is inevitable ” 


Nevertheless it is clearly recognised that 
"Communism is not the complete answer to 
) Capitalism, being itself, no less than 
Capitalism, materialistic. It is acknow- 
 ledged that there is no inherent contradic- 
) tion between Democracy and Communism in 
‘ ‘this respect. The selfishness and greed of 
apitalism have rendered Communism in- 
: avitable, the latter being a form of iconoc- 
A Tastic justice to rid the world of an evil 
‘system which is blocking the read of human 
progress. 


- Communism is clearing that road, al- 
though it also lacks the Snisitual vision that 
is necessary to guide humanity towards 
sself_fulfilment, which must include the 
creation of moral and spiritual as well as 
) economic values. 


Obviously, therefore, mankind now awaits 
a@ new synthesis which embraces adequate 
"spiritual values and controls. The writer 
describes this as the Synthesis of Democ- 
racy and Communism, which is unfortunate, 
ince he has admitted that both these 
systems are inherently materialistic and 
must be superseded by an ideoldgy which 
5h ‘embraces spiritual values and principles. 


' This contention is tacitly admitted when 
the author goes on to say, quite justifiably, 
"1 think, that no nation is more fitted, 
‘mentally, morally and spiritually to evolve 
and apply the new synthesis than India. 
‘He wants India to stake everything on it, 


“4 


\ 


TH THE NORTH KOREANS 


“ SAW THE TRUTH IN KOREA,” is 
an important document for those os 
if ng to keep themselves informed about that 
ragic country. It is written by Alan Win- 
) nington, who as a British Commumist was 
Allowed by the North Koreans to report 
» from their lines, and published at 3d. by 
‘the paper he represented, the Daily Worker. 
‘he word “truth” is used in the Left and 
“4 ight Wing press sense: everything that 
urthers their particular case is in, that 

which does not is out, 
yea f H.B. 
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~Communism’s mission 


NEW BOOKS AND 
PAMPHLETS 


to make it her religion as Russia made a 
religion of Communism. The new synthe- 
sis, which is to be the gateway to God’s 
Kingdom on earth, must renounce violence 
completely. Soul toree, in the use of which 
India has had some training, must be the 
key to the New Order. 


The time is now ripe “for the new spiri- 
tually creative era that must follow the 
destructive mission of Communism. 


The sins of the West 


To complete this Eastern presentation of 
the mission of Communism and the present 
need, I will conclude with two quotations 
on the Korean crisis: 


“Will those amiable gentlemen who go 
from Europe to Lake Success and, with 
righteous indignation condemn Communist 
violence in Korea, stop’ to see if their own 
hands are clean? 


“ What will they say if they are told that 
it is their sins, their innumerable acts of 
violence in Asia and Africa, continued even 
to this day, that is progenitor to Communist 
violence in Korea? It is their sins, their 
acts of violence that gave birth to 
Hitler. 


“For what are the nations to go and 
fight in Korea? What moral principle to 
uphold? For what righteous cause? 
While every day for years, you are violating: 
the same moral principles in Asia and 
Africa. The U.S.-and the UN may con- 
done the one and condemn the other. God 
condemns both, the continued violence of 
the European powers more severely. The 
first thing that should end is Europe’s 
violence in Asia and Africa.” 

WILFRED WELLOCK 


DELINQUENCY 
AND SOCIETY 


Authority and Delinquency in the Modern 
State. Alex Comfort. Routledge and 


Kegan Paul, 8s. 6d. 

qt was Lord Acton who said “ Power 

Corrupts—absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” But Alex Comtort comes along 
and suggests that power may well be the 
manitestation of a corruption § already 
present. In this profound book he analyses 
the place of delinquency in society and 
suggests that all we see in superficial crime 
is an expression in direct form of urges and 
longings repressed in most of us by the 
sanctions of society. The established 
society however is maintained by those 
whose delinquent trends have been diverted 
into the reaim of power and authority. It 
inwardly satisfies the leaders of a corrupt 
society that there should be so-called anti- 
social characters who will carry the burden 
of communal guilt. It is not for the rest 
of us to jeer however—we envy the power 
wielders their power and rejoice when they 
fall. We also read avidly (at least 10 
million of us do so every Sunday) of the 
downfall of the criminal, first reading even 
more avidly the details of his crime, because 
he does what many of us would like to do, 
but wets the punishment our sense of cuilt 
says that he (or we) should receive. ‘hus 
we are all square. 

This most important book is worth 
the closest study. We shall undertand 
the criminal better and realise how 
great is the responsiblity our society has 
for him. We shall realise how inextricably 
involved are the problems of war and of 
crime. Two Swiss experts have written in 
the new British Journal of Delinquency 
that “an essential condition for the preven- 
tion of crime is the abolition of war.” Alex 
Comfort shows how both spring from the 
same stem and will be removed by the same 
acceptance by human persons of complete 
responsibility for the integrity of their 
lives. Every-individual who accepts that 
responsibility makes a breach in the vicious 
circle wherein delinquent minds produce a 
delinquent society which denies legitimate 
outlet to many who thus ‘become delinquent! 

FRANK DAWTRY 


SINGLE COMBAT 


ROWING numbers of mute 
citizens are becoming worried 
about the purpose to which that 
proportion of their incomes 
liberated from them by a fatherly 
government and earmarked for 
militarism is, in fact, put. 

They do not like the idea that they are 
submitting ito a low standard of living 
in order that millions of young men shall 
have an even lower standard of dying. 

What, in fact, dogs the army do? The Re- 
corder (Sir Gerald Dodson) at the Old 
Bailey recently gave what many people 
would agree is an admirable description 
of the ‘military ealling. Sentencing to 
prison two youths, members of a South- 
fast London gang called “The Brick 
Beye for beating up a third youth, he 
said:— 

“Ordinary, decent people regard you 
—who go about in gangs—as a danger 
to society. You have not the pluck ito 
go alone; you herd together and, under 
the false stimulus of the herd instinct, 
you break the law and use violence.” 

The ordinary, decent people are now be- 
ginning to fear that it is they who have 
stimulated, falsely or otherwise, the herd 
instinct by allowing and even encourag- 
ing such things as conscription and the 
formation of regiments. For the incident 
which ended thus sordidly in the Old 
Bailey began ag a classical military oper- 
ation. Thirty youths had attacked one; 
proving that they had thoroughly ab- 
sorbed the most important lesson in the 
military science manual—that God helps 
those who greatly outnumber the enemy. 
(Like the American airmen who dropped 
petrol bombs on the British in Korea, 
however, they forgot that a mopping-up 
operation provokes horrified reactions 
unless the persons mopped happen to 
speak a different language. Hence the 
Recorder’s unfortunate reference to break- 
ing the law). 


IEW will deny that the Recorder’s words 
are an accurate descripticn of the func- 
tion of the army as most people have 
always understood it. Fortunately, other 
evidence contradicts this view. Lest 
sensitive taxpayers should begin to queue 
outside the War Office to demand their 
money back, we feel we should quote 
from an interesting document which has 
just come our way and which gives a 
totally different picture of army life. 

This is a leaflet extolling the virtues of the 
Essex Army Cadet Force, winsomely 
printed in red and blue on—guess—white 
paper. Although it describes the allures 
of a Cadet Force, the leaflet offers (we 
quote) “a good gtart in your army life.” 
so that the child may justifiably be re- 
garded as father of the man. 

We have read this admirable publication 
carefully and gladly report that it con- 
vains not the shadow of a soupcar ithat 
boys are herded together for the purpose 
of beating, battering and braining people 
with knuckle-dusters, as in the Old Bailey 
ease. Nor is there any evidence of in- 
struction in the more civilised and lawful 
arts of killing, drilling, burning, muti- 
lating and disembowelling peovle with 
builet, bayonet, bomb or bacteria. 
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On the contrary; the aim of the Cadet Force 
is to help each of its members in his 
civilian lite “to be a good citizen and 
a good friend.” Such herding as there 
is 1s for the best of motives. fhe Force 
offers ‘‘splendid recreational training in 
boxing, football, cricket, cross-country 
running and many other sports.” It also 
provides “good clubs with canteen 
facilities, comfortable furniture with read- 
ing, games and social amenities,” and 

“an opportunity of making good friends 
and enjoying good camping.” 

Nothing, you will observe, could be 
“ gooder.” In fact, the Essex Army Cadet 
Force justly describes itself, with a nos- 
talgic thought for the pre-war Mother 
of Parliaments as “ The Best Boys’ Club 
in the World,” and cautiously announces 
that “a limited number of lads between 
the ages of 14 and 17 will be accepted 
now.” But perhaps the best inducement 
to the sturdily independent but impecu- 


nious adolescent income group is the 
statement: “It’s voluntary! It’s demo- 
cratic! It’s free!” 


So there you are. Clearly, not even the 
namby-pambiest humanitarian can ob- 
ject to the national military expenditure 
if this is the sort of thing the money is 
being spent on. We must entirely alter 
our traditional views of army activities, 
Ask one of these kids to hold a rifle and 
he will undoubtedly reply: ‘No. Such an 
encumbrance would militate against my 
opportunity of making good friends and 
enjoying my splendid recreational train- 
ing in cricket, cross-country running and 
many other sports.” 

It is true that “the best boys’ club in the 
world ’”’ has for its coat-of-arms a shield 
depicting three murderous-looking curved 
knives or swcrids, used, we believe, by an 
Asiatic race for severing heads from 
shoulders. But no doubt these are em- 
ployed for sharpening pencils in the club- 
room. 

Only one thought disturbs. While our 
unarmed forces are disporting themselves 
on playing field and in canteen, far from 
sight or sound of shot or shell, what hap- 
pens about national defence? Who will 
hold back the murderous foe, swarming 
to beset these shores? 

Sir Gerald Dodson gave the clue at the Old 
Bailey when he told those two misguided 
youths that they had “not the pluck to 
go alone.” The Cadet Force leaftet 
proves that the defence of Britain by 
organised mass - violence is a thing of 
the past. The new policy, though not yet 
announced, can only be a return to the 
mediaeval ideal of Single Combat. 

While soldiers and such play smooker at 
camps in the country, the fate of Britain 
will rest on the shoulders of those selec- 
ted warriors who will march forth alone, 
one by one, into the mists of battle to 
meet the Red Menace, Whizzbane Win- 
nie, Bruiser Bevin, Battling Clem... 
Our hopes will go with them. 

This brings so much honour back into war- 
fare that we are moved to volunteer for 
service. You can put our name at the 


bottom of the list. 
CYRIL HUGHES 


* Proving that the Editor does not mono- 
polisé this paper's supply of culture. 


Christians and 
World Unity 


NE always expects stimulating and pro- 

voeative writing from the pen of Dr. 

A. D. Belden, and ‘such would be the des- 

cription of his latest booklet, “One World 

—One Parish,” published by the Pax- 
Christi League at Is. 6d. 


Dr. Belden opens with a brisk analysis 
of the situation past and present enquiring 
whether the unity of mankind is the 
Christian goal and whether the Church 15 
moving towards this end. He is clearly dis- 
satisfied with what he finds. 


In his next two chapters he examines the 
problem of agreement and begins to point 
a “Way to Final Unity,” admitting that 
the dogmatic stand of individual Churches 
does not seem to be surmountable, he sug- 
gests a chance of by-passing the difficulties 
py developing the points of common. in- 
terest, the chief of which is the Christian 
Church’s trusteeship of “the gift of Final 
Peace.” 


He quotes the Roman Catholic 
the principle Protestant churches’ 
larations against war, criticises the 
hesitation of the leaders of — the 
Church to live up to these declara- 
tions, believing that a lead would gain sup- 
port, but deplores the fact that “ . when 
the Church and Nation pull against each 
other, the Nation apparently pulls the 
better.” 


The writer then goes on to exhort the 
Church to step forward and “ herself solve 
man’s political enigma.” She should aban- 
don the support of modern party politics 
and create a new “organic” politics to 
cover all man’s lite. In his final chapter 
Dr. Belden shows that universal brother- 
hood is the objective of all world religions, 
and once again calls for * moral” leader- 
ship through “ sound ” polities. 


Dr. Belden writes under a_ sense of 
urgency and is much concerned that ‘ the 
tinte is short,” but it seems that too great 
regard for this possibility tends to lead to 
hurried decisions for the sake of decisions, 
as though the fact of making a decision 
solves the difficulty. 


With the opening chapters there can be 
little disagreement, but the rest of the 
booklet raises as many questions as it tries 
to answer. 

Having declared that all politics are 
really power politics, sectional or national, 
Dr. Belden suggests that the Church her- 
self should enter the fray re-organised on 
a different sectional plan. Observers of 
the Church’s political interests on the Conti- 
nent might have reservations on this point. 
It would not be easily agreed that our poli- 
tics need scrapping, and his new idea is 
not wholly attractive. 


But the chief criticism might well be on 
the basic premiss of the booklet: “ that the 
very function of Christianity is to be the 
Divine instrument of World Unity.” — It 
seems that this might well be regarded as 
a secondary function, through the prime 
function of glorifying God. If the Church 
were true in that respect and offered the 
world Christ lifted up on a Cross, then in- 
deed the world might be brought to unity 
through repentance and a new resolve. 


Dr. Belden's laudable enthusiasm for the 
cause he loves seems to jump the ditches 
and reach the conclusion rather too easily. 


. a MAX PARKER — 
HOUSMANS 


New books for pacifists 


BOOKSHOP 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY (abridged) 12s. 64. 


M. K. Gandhi (postage 6d.) 


CONDITIONS OF FREEDOM 63. 
John Macmurry (postage 4d.) 


A YEAR OF GRACE 10s. 6d. 
(postage 6d.) 
anthology by Victor Gollancz 


UNPOPULAR ESSAYS 
Bertrand Russell 


SHOOTING AN 
essays ! 
George Orwell (postage 6d.) 


ENTHRONEMENT OF LOVE 6s. 
John Ferguson: (postage 4d.) 


ANTHOLOGY OF MYSTICISM __ 10s. 64. 
Joseph James (postage 6d.) 


Send S.A.E. for latest list 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


(Peace News Ltd.) 
3 Blackstock Road London N.4 
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PRINTING 


MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS 
NEWSLETTERS, POSTERS 


and 
dec- 


8s, 6d. 
(postage 6d.) 


LEP . other 
ELEPHANT and 108. 


Reports, Balance Sheets and 


all Commercial Printing 
Enquiries receive prompt attention 


C. A. BROCK & Co 


Ltd. 
79, SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, w.10 
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SANITY IN ALL SITUATIONS 


: ANDIT JAWAHARLEL NEHRU 
is in hot water. Not long ago 
4 critic said of him: 


“He naturally hesitated to take a firm 
stand. The ghost of Chamberlain over- 
shadowed him and lo! the Prime Minister 
of India was bent on appeasement .. . 
The Prime Minister of India could not 
realise for a moment that the more we 
appease PakiStan’s appetite the more it 
will devour till it becomes a menace to the 
peace of Asia.” 


For “ Pakistan” substitute “ Com- 
Munism,” and these words will do just as 
Weil for the critics of Pandit Nehru’s atti- 
tude in the present international crisis. 

The Tablet, for example, in its issue of 
Oct. 14 objects to the “ inconsistencies into 
which India has drifted under Pandit 
Nehru’s leadership ’—supporting the U.N. 
condemnation of North Korea, and not the 
Measures taken to stop the aggression; 
Wanting a united Korea, and yet not join- 
Ing the U.N. commission set up to achieve 
this; refusing to recognise that no com- 
Promise is possible between the Anglo- 
American and the Russian proposals; and, 
worst of all, appeasing Communist China 
while “in the Kashmir dispute with his 

akistani neighbours he singularly fails to 
show the same spirit of tolerance and under- 
Standing.” 


“Parallel’ that was not crossed 


The reference to Kashmir is a sharp re- 
Minder that though Nehru’s critics are 
Agreed on his sins of inconsistency and of 
Appeasement, they differ about the things he 
Js inconsistent in, and the parties he is 
Aappeasing. For example, the opening quo- 
tation was from ‘‘ The Great Impeachment,” 
a pamphlet, published in Calcutta last June, 
condemning Nehru’s home and _ foreign 
Bolicy. The writer, Byonkesh Banerjee, 
refers to Pakistan in exactly the same terms 
4s writers nearer home refer to Russia. 
And his main charge is that Nehru has 
been appeasing Pakistan. Instead of fight- 
Ing out the war in Kashmir, Nehru goes 
and submits the matter to the UNO. He 
“refrained from pushing the raider and the 
Pakistani out of Kashmir on account of 
Scruples regarding crossing the border.”— 
Not the 38th Parallel ! 

_ The worst piece of appeasement, accord- 
Ing to Mr. Banerjee, was the Delhi Agree- 
ment of April this year. The aim ot this 
Was to restore confidence to Hindus in East 


Those who have a warm corner in their 
hearts for “ The Cotter’s Saturday Night,” 
will be glad to know that Oxford University 

ress has published a selection of Robert 
Burns poems in the World’s Classics at 4s. 
Ihe poems have been selected and edited 
by Laurence Brander. 


Letters to Other Editors 


Father Christie talks about the taking of 
“innocent lite” (i.e. by voluntary euthanasia) 
as wrong, but accepts the wholesale 
slaughter of women and children in war as 
allowable, if necessary, to defend his free- 
dom. 

Yet the freedom for an individual to end 

is own lite is denied by Father Christie 

ecause it does not contorm to his very 
Selective notions of right and wrong. 

R. A. SHELDON 

—News Chronicle, Oct. 19, 1950 


A teacher in a school near here wanted 
to get the word “ Neutral” from her class. 
She asked: “ What would you call a nation 
Who took no side in a war between two other 
Nations ?” 


The answer she got from one bright girl 


was “lucky people !” 
W. F. LIDBURY 
—Evening Neus, Oct. 13, 1950 


While millions are being spent on arma- 
Ments we are refused the necessary news- 
Print to enlighten the world and haste a 
Possible understanding between men and 


Nations. 
(Mrs.) GEORGETTE SIM 
—News Chronicle, Oct. 20, 1950 


. — ~v 


As women add up their own accounts 
they might ponder on the amounts paid 
Annually to MPs and members of the 

OVvernment. 


One of the things we have a right to ex- 
Pect in return for such payments is that 
Statesmen find some better way of settling 
Wsputes than by war. If all mothers in- 
listed on this we might get it done. 


heChly a mother knows what it costs to see 
wie son and daughter go off to war, knows 
hat it is to live continually under the 


at of another war and what it means to 
Y children. 


ut is time mothers asked questions, time 
for”. had a respite and a hope of-real peace 
their children. 
ETHEL A. LEWIS 


aa —Star, Sept. 12, 1950 


| [inensounce WARANDIWILS NEVER 
UPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


The basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to : 


Die P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
k Sheppard House, Endsleigh St, WC! 
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Geoffrey Carnali explains why Pandit 
Nehru stands out among world statesmen 


Bengal (Pakistan) and Muslims in West 
Bengal and Assam, after there had been 
serious rioting in these places against the 
minority community. The Agreement made 
clear that the Governments of India and 
Pakistan were not going to allow hooligans 
and fanatics to indulge in killing, burning 
and looting in the name of religion. 


“Perfidious Pakistan’ 


But, says Mr. Banerjee, no treaty with 
Pakistan 1s worth the paper it is written 
on. 

“Let us not forget that Pakistan stands 

out as acting perfidiously and_ bar- 
barously on set policy; her very foun- 
dations are laid in communal hatred, 
religious bigotry, unscrupulous men- 
dacity, delusions of grandeur. auto- 
cratic ambition .. Can Pandit 
Nehru’s optimism avail against in- 
tolerant and aggressive Pakistani 
officiatdom (on whom rests the imple- 
mentation of the terms of the Agree- 
ment), an established and organised 
machinery of falsehood, repression, and 
genocide ? - 
The Prime Minister ought to have 
realised that the ideology of Pakistan’s 
Government is such as to render those 
possessed by it incorrigible, and that 
short of internal breakdown, this 
Government is likely to yield to nothing 
except drastic measures.” 


In spite of this severe judgment, how- 
ever, the Agreement does not seem to have 
been altogether a failure. It enabled those 
who wanted to leave the areas where they 
were in a minority to go, and take much of 
their property with them. 


Minority ministers, specially appointed, 
have made strenuous efforts to improve con- 
ditions in Bengal and Assam and a good 
many of those who fled after the riots have 
returned to their homes. Railways cross- 
ing the border, fantastically congested last 
spring, have now reverted to a normal 
degree of overcrowding. 


This is not to say that confidence has 
reached the safety level, or that Indo- 
Pakistan relations in general are satisfac- 
tory. But at least there is hope for the 
future. 


Keeping the door open 


For this a great part of the credit must 
go to Pandit Nehru. In the tense days of 
February and March this year, he per- 
sisted in keeping the door open for concilia- 
tion. This, in spite of no visible response at 
first from Pakistan, and in spite of a tide 
of war-hysteria that led in India to demands 


for his resignation and to threats against 
his life. 

Political realists in both countries gave 
him their support at last because it was 
becoming obvious that the administration 
and the very economic life of both parts 
of Bengal was in jeopardy. But it seems 
doubiful whether the chance for sanity to 
reassert itself would have been possible if 
Nehru had not stood firm in the face of in- 
furiated opposition in the mad March days, 
persisting in his “ efforts to mediate where 
mediation could only do harm, and to find 
a middle way where there was neither room 
for it nor political or moral justification.” 
Those words are the words of The Tablet, 
but they might well be the words of Mr. 
Banerjee 


It is not, therefore, completely true to 
say, as the Manchester Guardian did on 
Oct. 18, that Pandit Nehru’s “belief in 
negotiations, even in the middle of conflict, 
comes obviously from the history of Con- 
gress’s struggle against the British.” Un- 
doubtedly Gandhi showed the way. But 
Nehru has experience on his own account 
that negotiations ave still possible when 
most people believe emphatically that they 
are not. 


The Manchester Guardian is not alone in 
being concerned about Nehru’s seeming 
“unaware that all opponents do not share 
the British code of political ethics.” Mr. 
Banerjee, also, reminds his readers that 
“ The two-nation theory with its frenzy for 
Jehad (a holy war against infidels) is the 
very essence of the force that has brought 
about Pakistan and is the blood and bone 
of the Pakistani Government.” How like, 
one may note in passing, the influence of 
the doctrine of the class war upon the 
Soviet Government. 


“Seen in its true inmost nature,” Mr. 
Banerjee continues, “it disclosed itself as 
a minor avatar (incarnation) of the 
Hitlerite mind. This mind can never be 
changed by any Agreement based on 
Gandhian appeasement policy.” 


And so, when Western spokesmen accuse 
Pandit Nehru of appeasing China and 
Russia, he may be forgiven for thinking to 
himself, “ I’ve heard all this before.” The 
Times and the Manchester Guardian praised 
Pandit Nehru for his sane statesmanship 
last April. But it is easy to be sane and 
impartial when one’s own interests are not 
involved. 

What do The Times and the Manchester 
Guardian care if the Hindu way of life is 
in danger, or Islamis democracy menaced ? 
The harder task is to persist in sanity in all 
situations, That is why Pandit Nehru 
stands out among world statesmen. 


Letter from China 


The letter printed below comes 
from a Chinese correspondent of 
some years’ standing to Olive 
Murphy, of the Caravan of East 
and West. The writer is employed 
in the post office at Shanghai and 
the letter is dated August 30. 


O far to the present time, the 
assiduity manifested in pre- 
venting another world war and the 
will in preserving the future long- 
lasting world peace ‘have been worked 
with unprecedented diligence. 


All over this country, in every village, 
every town, every city and every Province, 
the “signing for the world peace” has 
been over-spread widely in all corners and 
among communities. Women and girls are 
delivering imploring speeches asking all 
citizens to sign for peace. The Signature 
Look proclaims: 


“We are demanding with our signa- 
tures the long-lasting peace of the whole 
world. We object to the use of atom 
bombs, and the first to use them shall 
be-condemned in face of all mankind, as 
the war criminal.” 


Such a proclamation against atomic 
weapons seems very clear. We want peace 
and not war: we are constructive not des- 
tructive; we want freedom and not slavery. 
As the atom bomb remains the most fatal 
weapon, destroying mankind in bulk, it 
must be forbidden. 


No-one should say that such a bulk_ 
killing system is useful and profitable in 
overcoming those who think differently. 
Such a victory will never be the best means 
of accelerating the surrender of the op- 
ponent, because it causes the people to 
suffer, and kills unprotected peoples by 
thousands, and is the reverse of the will 
of God who is concerned with the good, the 
creation and maintenance of growing, and 
not of destroying and killing. 


The war in Korea 


_ Now let us look at the question of Korea: 
since today the result of the civil war is 
that most parts of South Korea have been 
taken by North Korea. Yet 1,000 or more 
tons of bombs have been thrown on North 
Korea, and these bombs have been created 
manufactured and thrown by the USA- 
made bombers, B29s, P51s, and American 
pilots. North Korea seems to be 
located in Eastern Asia, and not on the 
California coast, or near New York harbour. 


All I have to say is this: “ You can’t kill 
everybody; you can’t destroy everything.” 


Even if you have the whole of Korea 
annihilated from the world map, by using 
such means of tonnage bombings, then 
what? There are many other countries 
still remaining in Asia; Malaya, India, 
Japan, Burma, Perse, Palestine, and the 
most redoubtable giant China. 


Think a little: you haven’t enough bombs, 
you haven’t enough atom bombs to spread 
over every inch of land, so vast, so 
immense, so full of mankind. 


History shows us that power and influence 
can never conquer the world. The China 
Dynasty, Genghis Khan, Roman Empire, 
and all other empires are unable to conquer 
the moral being, merely by using military 
means of forces. One of our old philo- 
sophers, Lao-Tse, said clearly that “ Wise 
kings should not use military force to 
conquer. Power will grow old; military 
means are fatal weapons. The strongest 
man will be defeated.” 


How all should live 


According to the thinking of Lao-Tse, 
similar to that of Confucius, the best thing 
to do is to do nothing. That means that we 
should do nothing tata] or vulnerable or 
cruel to_anyone, hoping to conquer them, 
and to put them under our control. Every- 
body should live in their own homeland, 
and live happily and peacefully. 


So those who possess the secret of 
atomic bombs are active, strong and un- 
defeated. They think they are, but they 
are mistaken. TMey will never be strong 
enough to control the whole world with such 
weapons. For once the whole world is an- 
nihilated by atom bombs what would they 
gain if only the bare globe remained. * 


After the long years of war I began to 
look at the facts, facts that show me and 
teach me the real things, the truth con- 
cerning right and wrong. Facts show me 
that on the one hand the few are respon- 
sible for killing the many, and remain rich, 
wealthy and profitable. On the other the 
many control the many, kill no-one, and 
remain as poor, or even poorer than those 
whom they control. 


Dear O: believe me, this is my philosophy 
of life. I judge the facts with my own 
eyes, whether they are good or bad. I look 
forward to the day when atomic power will 
be used to run a Ford for a thousand miles 
in an hour, instead of killing a thousand 
lives in one second. 


or 


ee, _—— 


October 27, 1950, PEACE NEWS—5 ~ 


WHAT RUSSIANS 
ARE READING 


What are the people in Russia 
reading? In an attempt to give a 
general picture, Peace News will from 
time to time publish its own transla- 
tions from the Russian Press. This © 
week we quote passages from a book 
review published in the New World. 
The book is “Our children—a_ book 
about children, for children,” by Youry 
Sotnik and the review by M. Efros. 


“Our Children’’ 


“IN my days, Citizens, there 

LL weren’t such children about...” 
says the old,man in Youry Sotnik’s” 
story “The Viper.’ 


Not only were there no such children in- 
that old chap’s young days, but today’s” 
children’s new characteristics are quite dif- 
ferent from those of children of pre-war 
years. 


~ 


" 


* 


Se SOE BS ee Not Aer Oe 


Ten or twelve year old youngsters are 
eager to know, understand, see everything; 
they not only dream about the future—they 
already see themselves taking part in the™ 
building of Communism. 


Y. Sotnik’s stories are simovle tales from 
the lives of ordinary schoolchildren, always © 
appealing to young readers because they are 
slices of their own lives: schoo] and pioneer- 
ing affairs, games and entertainment. The 
author needs great ability to bring out deep” 
meaning from ordinary events, to show the 
greatness in little things. 
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Twelve years’ old Boris has spent a fort- 
night at his Granny’s in the country near 
Moscow. All that time he has been dog- 
gedly\and systematically collecting for the 
school’s nature class “ reptiles, and amphi- 
bians.” 


Among the precious luggage which Boris © 
is taking back to school, there is even @ 
viper—the object of his special pride. Dur-_ 
ing the train journey the viper crawls out 77 
of its jar and the passengers— the little 7 
old man in the panama hat, the. broad 7) 
shouldered workman, the bespectacled citi- 7 
zen, the woman worker from the communal 
farm—they all demand that the viper should 
be found and destroyed. 


> 


7 


Boris is frightened and miserable. But 
the viper having been found the passengers — 
begin to sympathise with the boy, who has © 
worked so hard, and even run real risks for 
the benefit of the school community. yl 


“ Comrades, perhaps we won't... what © 
do you say?” asks the Lieutenant,” shall 7 
we take pity on the viper? Look at the 
poor boy, the fellow has worked hard, done 
his best...” ; 


f 


The viper is re-installed in its jar, and 
Boris, escorted by the Lieutenant, will take 7) 
it home. - - * 

af 
* al 

The Author has succeeded in a few pages 7) 
in showing us the meaning hidden in a 7 
simple everyday incident. He has Jet us 
into the inward world of the Soviet school- 
boy, shown us the motives of his behaviour, — 
toid us of his high ideals, his determination 7 
in achieving his aim, his bravery, the pride 7 
he takes in the thought of doing a useful” 
job for the school. 


Youry Sotnik’s stories are general 
educational in the good sense of the word. 

The author shows the development of noble - 
traits of character which distinguish our 
children~-the real people of the future... 


In the stories “The White Rat,” “The 7 
Men Without Nerves,” ‘Important Mes- 7 
sage,” “The Little Crocodile,” Sotnik has 
suceeded best in approaching the solution ~ 
of the most important educational problem 
of our Soviet literature in general and 
children’s literature in particular. : 


i 


Here is tough Tania from the story “The ~ 
White Rat.” There is nothing the boys do ~ 
that she can’t, and in some things she even 
beats them. But she has one weakness “] 
which she cannot overcome: Tania is mor- 
tally afraid of rats and she finds consolation 
only in the fact that *‘ Peter I was a brave 
man, but he was afraid of beetles.” ‘fl 


But when during a war game, the 
“enemy ” counting on this weakness of 
Tania’s, let a white rat into her hide-out 
the little girl, possessed with but one” 
thought—not to give away her pvosition—_ 
clenches her teeth and does not make a 
sound. : 


Deeply moved, the reader follows the © 
story, and believes that in real war Tania © 
would come through any trial, and never 
give her secret away to the enemy. Y 


The sense of responsibility for the com- 
mon job, for the communal farm’s achieve- © 
ments, helps Lodia, “the man without 
nerves” to vanquish his fear caused for 
once by real danger. Through Lodia’s 
fault a mad bull has got away. Afraid to 
get near him, the boy follows the animal’s” 
traces for many hours, and realises that if 
he does not tie him up “he will for eve 
despise himself.” And he ties the bull up. 7 


At that moment boastful Lodia dies for 
che and a brave-modest boy comes to 
ife... ‘| 


. 
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ANY COLOUR BUT RED 

E are urged to support rearma- 

ment so that we may secure 
democracy. But the power politics 
in which our leaders are engaged, 
their desire to argue with Russia 
from “positions of strength,” gives 
us undemocratic allies. 


In the Far East we have successively 
supported governments which have been 
anything but democratic. Now, since 
various delegations have told us what a 
fine fellow is dictator Tito, and that he has 
no Western arms, we fifind Flora Lewis 
reporting in The Observer, Oct. 8, that we 
y are to re-arm Yugoslavia. 


“The United States, Britain and 
France have decided in principle to give 
military aid to Yugoslavia. This deci- 
sion was taken during the recent Big 
Three Conference in New York.” 


- Flora Lewis points out that it would be 
~) most important to supply aid without direct 
' alliance, or an open guarantee to support 
Yugoslavia if attacked, so that Russia 
would gain no extra material for her propa- 
© ganda campaign against Tito. Although, as 
© this campaign is already virulent it would 
* hardly seem to matter. Maybe it is more 
oe important to keep such an alliance secret 
from the people, of the West. 


%  £“No details of the discussions on how 
Yugostava can be militarily reinforced 
are available, and none_is likely to be 
made public. There is even a tendency 
in some quarters to deny the fact that 
they are going on in an effort to divert 
attention from the conversations.” 
. * * 


The new American Internal Security Act 
(described by Truman as putting America 
‘into the “ thought-control business ”) which 
bars all aliens associated now, or in the 
past, with Communist, Fascist or other 
totalitarian groups will not apply to 
Franco's supporters, the Spanish Fatangists 
reports the News Chronicle, Oct.14. 


| THIS SIDE... 


| MMe. ADRIAN CRAWLEY, Parliamen- 

r ,4 tary Under-Secretary for Air, who 
) returned last week from the Far East, des- 
' cribed the “napalm” fire bomb which the 
) American and Australian Air Forces were 
using in Korea in the Evening Standard on 
> Oct. 16. 


“These new bombs are measured by 
the gallon, he said, and 700,000 gallons 
had already been dropped. 


“ They will destroy a tank with a near 
miss—whereas a rocket against a modern 
tank must secure a direct hit. 


| “When these bombs go down there is 

a flash of intense heat. In a near-miss 
everyone in the tank is killed, and the 
instruments are burned. 


“When there is a direct hit, half the 
tank melts. 


“The United Nations had put out of 
action 1,059 tanks, and 540 of them had 
been utterly destroyed.” 

—Evening Standard, Oct. 16. 


. THAT SIDE 


: “ 800 U.S. prisoners are reported to be 
entombed in a railway tunnel prison, 20 
miles north of Yonghung. 


“In their retreat to the north, the Com- 
munists had forced the Americans to 
make a 150-mile march from Seoul. 


j “A handful of survivors who got away 
said that the Americans—some were too 

| weak to walk—were walled up in the tun- 
nel at this east coast prison. 


“The Americans had been forced to 

| tramp almost naked and without food 
through bitterly cold nights to keep 
ahead of advancing United Nations’ 
troops, the survivors said.” ‘ 

=. —Evening News, Oct. 16. 

' “CASSINO WAS TRAGIC ERROR” 

4 


Tragic errors are essential to war, the 
‘More so with the increasing unwieldiness of 
“modern weavons. Korea has had its full 
complement, the bombing of the Argyll 
‘Regiment being the most outstanding. An- 
other World War II error was reported in 
the News Chronicle on Oct. 18: 


Destruction of Italy’s Cassino Monastery 
 in1944 was a tragic mistake” by Lt. Gen. 
| Freyberg, VC, of New Zealand, who 
_ ordered the bombing, says U.S. General 
_ Mark Clark in his book, “ Calculated 
| Risk.’ 

Clark led the Fifth Army under Vis- 

count Alexander. 


_ He says Freyberg insisted, against 
American advice, that the monastery be 
“knocked down,” but in fact the Germans 
did not use it militarily until after it 

_ was bombed. 
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The Gentler Sex 


J IKE most pacifists, I have always 

4 believed that one of the most effective 
ways of making people doubt their claim 
that war is justifiable is to point out to 
them the horrible consequences to masses of 
ordinary people like themselves. It seemed 
that lack of imagination was the prime 
reason for their acquiesence in what in its 
stark nakedness ought to shock any normal 
conscience. In particular the plight of 
women and children was always considered 
to be the most disturbing aspect of war. 


These beliefs were greatly undermined 
by a Woman’s Hour broadcast on Oct. 12 
when Mary Carver reviewing the film 
“ Seven Days Till Noon,” described how she 
made parts of a bomb release mechanism 
during the war while her child was at a 
day nursery. . 

She said that she often realised that her 
work would mean that a bomb would fall 
on a day nursery in Berlin or even in 
France, but she did not leave off making the 
mechanism because we had to win the war. 
Presumably she would have helped to drop 
bombs on Yorkshire children if that county 
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had been invaded, or on her immediate 
neighbours as the enemy advanced from 
house to house. 


In fairness I should add that I have long 
since abandoned the illusion that women 
were the gentler sex who would abolish 
war if only they could enter the field of 
man-dominated world affairs. The Govern- 
ment is disappointed with the results of its 
appeals to men to join the Territorial 
Army, but turns hopefully to women to 
recruit men for them. J. L. WHITE 
132 By Pass Road, 

Ewell, Surrey. 


Wastage 
JF recruiting officers and other  profes- 
sional militarists have themselves re- 
frained from describing conscripts as can- 
non-fodder, one of their number has 
recently disclosed what the true attitude 
a the authorities is to these unfortunate 
lads. 
Referring to the fact that 350 replace- 
ments for the Middlesex Regiment and the 
Argylls have been flown out from England, 
the British Far Eastern Commander 
General Sir John Harding is quoted in the 
Daily Mail of Oct. 16, 1950, as saying that 
this was the normal measure to replace 
“ wastage.” 
The newspaper did not comment on this 


profound remark. 

PETER JOHNSON 
31 St. Charles Square, 
London, W.1, 


War — and the Daily Worker 


N your issue of Oct. 18, you published a 

fetter under the heading ‘“War—and 
the Daily Worker.” It is typical of the 
one-sided thinking of the majority of people 
today. 


First your correspondent, Jean Thomas, 
describes the scenes pictured in “ The Daily 
Worker” as the inevitable accompaniment 
to the state of war wherever it may exist. 
This is far from the truth. The picture, if 
my memory serves me correctly, were 
headed “ Does Britain Stand for This ” and 
showed pictures of atrocities perpetrated by 
South Koreans. I feel sure that the Daily 
Worker was asking if the British peoples 
were supporting these atrocities by sending 
prey boys to spill their blood on Korean 
soil. 


There can be no doubt that such atroci- 
ties even if they are not the outcome of 
American Imperialism in Korea, are up- 
held by Americans, and blessed by them. 
For proof of this statement she should read 
“YT saw the Truth in Korea.” 


A few days later the “ Daily Worker” 
published accounts of secret documents cap- 
tured by North Koreans in Seoul, and 
according to these it was proved conclu- 
sively that South Koreans crossed the 38th 
Parallel first, and when confronted with 
this evidence, the American representative 
to the Security Council said “I doubt if 
they were genuine” and then made the 
amazing statement that “he didn’t care if 
they were true.” 


Atlhough, therefore, the United Nations 
say that the North Koreans’ invaded first, 
I feel sure that Jean Thomas will agree 
that it is open to some doubt, and that there- 
fore her statement “ had the North Koreans 
not crossed the 38th Parallel first this need 
never have happened, “does not hold 
water.” 


Moreover, even if the North Koreans 
“invaded ” their own country first, does this 
crime justify the crucifixion of men, or 
their being shot in the back and dumped 
in the harbour ? 


It should be born in mind when doubting 
the genuineness of these pictures that they 
were available to the world’s press, and 
although only the Daily Worker printed 
them, none disputed them. 


Two days previously the Daily Worker 
published pictures of naked North Koreans 
marching along a sunburnt dusty road. 
This photograph was distributed by Planet 
News and was available to the whole of 
the press. No doubt not one newspaper 
would have missed it if the naked prisoners 
had been American. 


I am not a Communist, but I believe in 
seeing both sides. As an ex-Serviceman 
who saw every day of World War II, I 
believe war to be futile. I believe Com- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


munism lives and thrives on war, and the 
only way to defeat Communism is not by 
the force of arms, but by removing the 
causes of it, namely poverty, oppression, 
and despair from the peoples of the East. 


L. G. AVEY ~ 
83 Jermyn Street, 
Leicester. 


Peculiar to Imperialism 


TINHE deductions of Jean Thomas are 

startling and require answering. Any 
infantryman will appreciate that atrocities 
are inevitable after the bestial engagements 
of war, but authorised atrocities should 
revolt any decent individual. 


The picture of that crucified young lad 
in the Daily Worker upset me considerably, 
after which I reflected that, although, as 
Jean Thomas says, it is not peculiar to 
“ American” imperialism, it is peculiar to 
imperiaiism. It was in an imperialist Rome 
that the followers of Spartacus and Christ 
and his disciples were crucified, and in 
India, after the mutiny, suppression was 
assisted by the gibbet. 


As a patriot, could I plead that if we 
must have soldiers let us agree that they 
should be confined to the land of their birth, 
and if that means giving up the Empire 
and accepting a lower standard of living, 
then it is a sacrifice I will gladly make. 

J.M. SUFFOLK 
666 Old Kent Road, 
S.E.15. 


At Lincoln’s Inn 


N common justice to a humble open-air 
speaker, would you please allow me to 
correct the impression left by your report 
of my answer to questions at Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields. All of it is rather misleading, but 
under the sub-heading ‘‘ Moscow,” two 
questions have been confused: 


Q. Why don’t you go to Moscow and con- 
vert Stalin ? 


A. What makes you think I _ can 
convert Stalin? I can’t convert you. I 
believe it is always best to set your own 
house in order before you try to arrange 
how someone else should run theirs. 


Q. But how can we disarm until every 
country agrees to do the same ? 


A. If you ran a business would you say 
that because the firm on the other side 
of the road cheated and defrauded its 
clients you must do the same until they 
discarded dishonest methods? Surely 
the first thing to do is to decide what is 
right and then do it regardless of what 
anyone else may choose to do. 

SYBIL MORRISON 


The Church and controversy 


ECENTLY a correspondent to the Daily 

Mail expressed, over the signature 
“Minister of Religion,” the view that the 
Church should ignore all controversial 
matters in order not to risk offending any 
section of its congregation. I believe I am 
correct in saying that no condemnation of 
this attitude has since been published, al- 
though I for one sent a brief and, I hope, 
pointed letter of protest. 


Unfortunately the Church’s apathetic 
attitude to war and other contentious 
matters apparently confirms the impression 
that this deplorable viewpoint is shared by 
the main body of the Church. If this is, 
indeed, the case, it is time somebody pointed 
out that such ideas represent a confession 
of utter weakness and can lead ultimately 


only to atrophy. 
JOHN A. BUCK 
18 Rushbrook Crescent, 
Walthamstow, E.17. 


Banning the A - bomb 


AM prompted to write to you after read- 

ing, “From the Times of 1850” in the 
issue of September 9. A leader comments 
on the proposed abolition of war by Mr. 
Cobden and the Frankfort peace congress 
and concludes with these words... 


“The measure of military force should 
be the actual liabilities of a political 
Community as ascertainable by common 
foresight, and not the hopes of ‘per- 
fectability’ derived from theories, while 
the efforts of sincere reformers should be 
addressed to the diminution of the liability 
itself and not to the premature or im- 
provident dissipation of the means of 
meeting it.” 


This seems to me admirably to put the 
case against such propositions as banning 
the Atom-Bomb and such-like. If a com- 
munity is committed to the use of war as 
“final arbiter” then clearly the most effi- 
cient means of prosecuting it will be fol- 
lowed. To concern ourselves with making 
it inefficient is a complete waste of time. 


The simple human reaction to an imagina- 
tive appreciation of what the Atom-Bomb 
implies is to say “ Away with It.” But the 
liability of war is not thereby diminished. 
Indeed it is increased. For with the re- 
moval of the possibility of the Atom-Bomb 
being used there is also removed the greatest 
single factor, in this country at least, at 
work in the common man. The factor of 
moral indignation may produce a degree of 
revulsion sufficient to/ swing this country 
into a position of neutrality and unilateral 
disarmament. Without the Atom-Bomb we 
are simply back in 1939 but with all stops 
out ! G. F. HARRISON 
3 Tanza Road, 

N.W.3. 


WITHO 


Inder the hec 
hock the Re 


“ The Last War” riday print 


messag: 
AM one of the people who have survived Al 
three wars and had relatives in all of eae < 


them. Like the rest of us in these deca-lached Sarit 
dent times, I am sick to death of all thisjheir way to 
clap trap and excuses put forth by thef{forean troop 
various “ powers” in preparation for anni-fians and sho 
hilation, or worse. And this in the name§ Treets. 

of Progress. “When th 


ifor 
I feel as so many do, that it would be a Shee 


good idea to suggest or force the various Marke, of F 
Powers who desire further conflict to fightManchester. 

it out among themselves, and that would be] “ They slat 
the last war. hearly shook 
lockets, gave 


It is never the people who want war. fF 
nes n tore o 

They are the helpless victims (so long aSfnty our han 

they remain ignorant, and accept such! « We thoug 


evils). Neen some Ss 


Mrs. F. MITCHELL fyhen we loc 


72 Cricket Field Grove, 
Leigh on Sea. 


United We Stand 


WHAT moral pygmies we pacifists are ! 
With monotonous regularity we read 
in Peace News of some unfortunate youth 
committed to jail for conscience’ sake, as 
in the case of Mr. W. M. Bell last week. 
And what do we do about it? I suppose We | Sergeant 
pass over the item quickly, muttering to |Leicester-ave 
ourselves “How unfortunate,” “ What a |Red officer { 
shame,” or some other such futile and poli- [pressed ther 
tically-inarticulate comment more appro- {trying “ Con 
priate to old women in a fish-queue lament- | “1 asked 
ing the recent cuts in the bacon ration. although he 


: $ he handed ii 
It is over a century since the men of a 
Tolpuddle suffered for the principle of Inoticed our 
standing together to protect any of their /man tanks, 
number against victimisation. Forty years flook at then 
have passed since the Suffragettes made “ He slid 
such a nuisance of themselves that the tem- |with some o 
poral authority was obliged to grant their they all beg 
demands. We owe many of the rights ldown the s' 
granted to conscientious objectors in this “It was 
country~to the gallant few who stood by |boys remait 
their principles early this century. Surely Tifles, and w 
the lesson is this:—that whilst Govern- [the fun sta 
ments do respond to humanitarian appeals, | The Arg 
this response is usually slow and inade- range from 
quate, and we should apply to the field of Jand Bren cz 
public affairs the famous maxim ‘“ The }geyen minut 
Lord helps them who help themselves.” 


The stree 
There must be in Britain at least half-a- }Communists 
million people, many of them pacifists and day without 
some of them not, who are revolted at the 
thought that the United Nations rely for 
their forces upon a ruthless press-gang 
system which needlessly imprisons 30 or 
40 of our nation’s finest young men pour 
encourager les autres. 


Could we not unite into a gigantic Trade 
Union, and make it plain that, if the State, 
imprisons one young man because of his 
conscientious scruples (I suppose we would 
have to set up our own Tribunals to pre- 
vent the Movement from supporting the 
occasional imposter), it would instantly 
have to find 500,000 places in prison for 
500,000 fanatics who had put bricks 
through the windows of arms-factories, 
recruiting-offices, police stations and other 
offices of the temporal arm; have to find 
500,000 new cogs for the national machine 
to cut our hair, empty our dustbins, preach 
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our sermons, extract our tonsils, cash our 1 geng | 
cheques and cobble our shoes; and have to later than 1 
release the one unfortunate with full resti- 
tution and no victimisation before civil 2. Include 
obedience would be re-established ? ce (hall 
United we stand; divided we fall! How [¥ent; spea 
about it, fellow-citizens ? cretary’s & 
he cs F, R. MCMANUS BS order 
ar ree i 
Southport. ‘ mee 
é ens; “ In 
“Point Four ” haa 
AST week’s review and glorification of iy 
Truman’s Point Four programme in Sonee, Withen 
PN needs some comment. The “ bold new Sroun” ing 


programme ”’—to quote the reviewer—'!S 


neither bold nor new. 


It was announced nearly two years a89 
and since then the actual result has been 
near to zero—if the infinitesimal fraction of 
the “aid” is compared with the present 
size of U.S. rearmament absorbing 
$30,000 m. annually. President Truman 
requested $45m. far “technical assistance 
to the “undeveloped countries” in the 
world, in January 1949. The decision 0? 
allocation was held up by Congress for ‘¢ 
months not because of lack of funds, bu 
lack of interest at that time. The amoun 
was first cut down to $25m.—to pleased 
U.S. taxpayer who has to carry the bu eh 
of armaments—and finally $35m. Wwe 
allocated for the budget year 1950-01. 7 

To mention only one contract, $2,670 
were promised for Western Ten me) 
after a few days of negotiation with Fr 3 


t 
on Oct. 18, 1950—other “ developmen 
can wait. 

bout 

At present we hear much talk con- 

“ Assistance” to Asiatic countries f from 
nection with Point Four. The ee ispicioD- 
Asia is mixed with hesitation ana a“ Point 
If “ Point 4” is to be followed DY Pact ” of 
5”"—in the form of a “ Pacihe - ih, we 


General Marshall now in charge 
Department—the Asians wou 

as a “ promise of economic prof 
future.” 


London, S.W.17. 
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WITHOUT ‘COMMENT 


Inder the heading ‘‘ Men in balaclavas 

hock the Reds” the Daily Mail last 

'riday printed the following BUP 
message from Pyongyang. 


MORTAR platoon of the Argyll 
thanenwaned and Sutherland Highlanders 
, oe | CCCAtached Sariwon two nights ago, on 
fh of all thistheir way to Pyongyang. The North 
rth by thefforean troops mistook them for Rus- 
ion for anni-{‘ans and shook hands in the darkened 
in the namef reets. ; 
“When they saw us these men in 
Muddy uniforms ran forward shouting 


lave survived 
me y | 


ves in all off. 


would be a 


hat aan Russky,’”’ said Sergeant Herbert 
ne Varlous|arke, of Elsmore-road, Fallowfield- 
flict to fight{Manchester. 


lat would be} “ They slapped us on the backs and 
learly shook our arms out of their 
lockets, zave us Korean cigarettes, and 
tven tore off their cap badges to press 
Into our hands. 

“We thought at first they must have 
leen some sort of Home Guard, but 
hen we looked again and saw the 
ed Star on their badges we nearly 
assed out.” 


SUSPICIOUS 


F The Argylls were wearing their bala- 
cifists are ! Itlava-like woollen comforters, which the 
ty we read [Communists probably took for Rus- 
nate youth /tian fur caps. 

” sake, as |, Also they were singing “ Auld Lang 


want war. 
(so long as 
ecept such 
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last week. |Syne,” which vaguely resembles the 
suppose wal North Korean anthem. 
Sergeant Jack Lockbridge, of 


ittering to Leicester-avenue, Blackpool, said one 


“What a lRed officer took off his epaulettes and 

> and poli- pressed them into Lockbridge’s hand 

re appro- [trying “ Comrade !” 

ne lament- | “I asked him for his rifle, and 

sation. lalthough he looked at me a bit queerly, 

ihe handed it over.” 

e€ men of | «'Then another officer suddenly 

neiple of Inoticed our Bren carriers and Sher- 

Se their man tanks, and began to take a good 

a Y years jlook at them. 

Eth made | « He slid off quickly and had a word 
e tem- Iwith some of the other gooks, and then 

rant their they all began to move away from us 

re rights ldown the street. 

s in this | “Jt was real Tom Mix stuff. The 

Reread by |boys remained calm, just cocked their 

- Surely Trifles, and waited. In about 12 minutes 


Govern- Ithe fun started,” 
Pee The Argylls fired at point-blank 
id_inade- |range from doorways, turrets of tanks, 
e field of Jand Bren carriers in a duel that lasted 
a , Phe Iseven minutes. 

ves. The streets were littered with dead 
st half-a- |Communists, but the Argylls won the 


ifists and day without so much as a scratch. 
ad at the 
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BREATHTAKING 


the onward rush of the 


THE Atlantic Pact... had stopped 
disrupting 
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CAMBRIDGE MEETING TOLD 
FoR membership 
growing rapidly 


o LL the indications are that people 

= are hungry for an authoritative note 
to be struck in these days when all things 
seem to be equivocal, unreal and unrelated 
to the facts and the world in which we live.” 


This is the opinion of the Rev. Clifford 
Macquire, General Secretary of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, as he expressed it to 
members of the Cambridge branch at a 
meeting on Thursday evening. 

He told his audience that membership 
of the FoR had been growing rapidly, es- 
pecially since the Korean situation had 
awakened people to the need to give 
thought to what the Christian Pacifist had 
to say, and emphasised that if the Christian 
gospel was to appear effective the respon- 
sibility was theirs. 

One thing that he thought was very 
important for them to realise was that: 
“We need to be forthright. 


“rf am quite sure the day has come 
when we must be unafraid of proclaim- 
ing our pacifism even at the risk of ap- 
pearing egotistical, even at the risk of 
appearing to judge, even at the risk of 
being judged because of that.” 


Going on to speak of how the great 
majority of young people at some time or 
another had contact with the church and 
were taught something of Christian be- 
haviour the Rev. Macquire condemned the 
way in which, at eighteen, the whole of 
that deep dug influence was undermined 
when they were taken away and trained 
for warfare. 


He also spoke with abhorrence of the 
way in which they were taught to kill, 
whether remotely or close at hand, and 
said that he believed the future of the 
Christian church depended on being con- 
sistent with our young children. 


“How tremendous is our responsibility, 
yours and mine,” he added. “It has been 
given to us to see I believe and we are 
prepared to take the risks involved 
in this witness although they are great.” 


PACIFIST PLANNING 


JCOLLOWING the “Christ and Korea” 

meeting at Friends House, London, on 
Sept. 29, a large number of the audience 
sent in their names as willing to support a 
Christian Pacifist Campaign. 

Accordingly the following private con- 
ferences of these supporters have been ar- 
ranged in London: 

Oct. 25 N. London: Oct. 26 N.-W. Lon- 
don; Oct. 27 Epsom and Sutton; Nov. 1 
Central London; Nov. 2 W. London; Nov 7 


SUPPORT INDIA’ 


AT UNO 


— National Peace Council | 


The following statement on the world 

situation was issued by the National 

Peace Council, 144 Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1., last Friday. 


XHE National Peace Council, represent- 
ing over 40 British organisations con- 
cerned in securing world peace, in further 
pursuit of its policy in the matter welcomes 
the support given by the British repre- 
sentatives in the U.N. Assembly to the 
Indian proposal for the seating of the 
Peking Government in the Assembly and 
associate organs of the U.N., and urges 
that this support be given effective voice on | 
the Committee appointed to examine the 
i 


question of Chinese representation and in 
the subsequent discussions on that Com- 
mittee’s findings. 

While regretting the decision to cross the 
38th Parallel, the National Peace Council 
welcomes and endorses Mr. Bevin’s em- 
phasis on the responsibility of the U.N. to 
rehabilitate Korea and establish it as an 
independent and undivided country. This 
can be ensured only with the co-operation 
and consent of the Korean people. 


Arms no answer 


To prepare and publish such a vlan, the 
United Nations should also _— sincerely 
attempt to embody the aspirations of the 
Asian peoples so that the final formula may 
be inspired by a real appreciation of the 
Asian attitude to the problem, thus pre- 
cluding the charge that the Western coun- 
tries have imposed their settlement on an 
Asian community. 


To this end the Indian Government 
should be strongly urged to participate 
fully. 


While recognising the immense difficulties 
of the world situation, the National Peace 
Council nevertheless continues to deplore 
the ever-increasing mobilisation of all 
countries for military purposes, believing 
that arms and the threat of force are no 
effective answer to the cold war. 


International relationships cannot be pro- 
perly established on a basis of fear, and in 
face of world pressure we would urge a | 
persistent effort to secure co-operation for | 
common ends and to meet common needs. 


The vicious circle of suspicion, fear, 
armaments and conflict must be broken, and 
we urge that the U.N. should forthwith 
examine all suggestions for the limitation, | 
reduction or abolition of any or all arms | 
from whatever quarter the suggestion may } 
arise. 


Every step taken to secure world dis- | 
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Up and doing ! 
TO BE SACKED ? 


Looking across his spacious 
mahogany desk the Circulation 
Manager of Peace News is sometimes 
heard to say in despairing tones to the 
Business Manager, “HFM my boy, 
you must give me the sack, I’m fail- 
ing miserably to get this wonderful 
little paper the sale it deserves.” The 
BM agrees, then nobly hastens to add 
“but the support from some of the 
groups is pretty scanty, they seem to 
wait for your reminders of meetings 
just round their corner, .. . don’t jump 
to opportunities as they used to.” 


Last week was shocking,” the CM 
groans, “ United Nations Week meet- 
ings all over the country—hundreds of 
’em—and not a single selling effort 
from anybody ! We just had to write 
dozens of SOS’s and jolly well beg the 
blighters to sell. Sending a few dozen 
to each put 500 extra on the circula- 
tion.” 


Business Management sighed ‘ Just 
a hundred or two of ’em really doing 
that every week and my troubles would 
melt away. Tell the readers in “ Up 
and Doing "—perhaps we need not 
sack you after all.” 


Dear reader, keep the axe off my 


neck. 

H.F.M. 
Circulation last week 11,400 copies 
(Target for Dec. 1950, 12,500 a week) 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, October 25, 1940 


The News Chronicle of Oct. 15 carried the 
following story: 

A U-boat commander whose torpedo 
killed three of the crew of an oil tanker, 
apologised to the survivors for having to do 
his duty, gave them supplies and towed 
their lifeboat toward the Azores until the 
tow-rope snapped. 


This story was told at Swansea yesterday 
by Mr. Arthur Hulland, cook of the oil 
tanker... 


The commander asked the survivors to 
express his regret to the families of those 
the torpedo had killed. 


“There you are,” he added. “It is your 
duty to bring petrol into your country and 
it ig mine to stop it. It may be your turn 
this time, perhaps it may be mine next.” 
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‘“‘Arms race will lead 


to world poverty ” 
— Prof. LONSDALE 


CIVIL DEFENCE as a_ means of 

protection against an Atomic bomb 
attack was described as “sheer folly” by 
Professor Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS, reader 
in Crystallography at London University 
when she spoke in Saffron Walden Town 
Hal] last week. 


“Tt is just like offering a first-aid kit to 
a man sliding down a precipice—what he 
wants is a miracle,” she declared to an 
audience of 80. This meeting, under the 
chairmanship of Ald. C. B. Rowntree, was 
arranged by the Saffron Walden Branch 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and was 
titled “ The Control of Atomic Energy.” 


| 

Professor Lonsdale considered that out- 
lawing the atom bomb alone would not 
bring peace but would go towards building 
up the suspicion that was all over the 
world today. 

“T feel,” she said, “ that rearmament to 
prevent war is not the thing. It is more 
likely to increase those suspicions and 
make us feel that war is nearer. 

“We are spending so much money on 
rearmament that it is bound to make the 
world poor and make it impossible to help 
the needy. 

“When I see those appeals for Civil 
Defence and workers for rearmament I 
remember that Jesus Christ told us not to 
be concerned with what was going to 
happen to us in the future,” she said. 


In the speaker’s opinion the way to get 
peace on earth was to have an open world 
and to negotiate for world-wide disarma- 
ment, “I believe,” she added, “ that nothing 
is impossible with God.” 


The Church is silent 


When the Rev. Clifford Macquire, general 
secretary of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion spoke, he mentioned a tour of Great 
Britain that he had just completed and no- 
where had he heard the attitude of the 
Church quoted in regard to the world 
tension. 

“In my opinion,” he declared,” that is a 
very serious indictment against the Church. 
We have to wait until the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Roman Catholics dis- 
agree about the assumption of the Virgin 
Mary before the Church is heard about— 
and then it is sneered at, To many people,” 
he went on, “the Church is impotent and it 
does not matter what they say.” 


CRISIS IN JAPAN 
The price of the pamphlet issued by the 
Union of Democratic Control, “Crisis in 
Japan” is 1s. 3d., not 1s. 6d. as printed 
in Peace News last week. 


Peace News Campaign 


Bring your friends to hear 


Bernard ;J. Boothroyd 


Editor of “Peace News” 
“Yaffle” of “ Reynolds News” 


at a Public Meeting on 


PEACE and the PRESS 


Thursday, Nov. 9th at 7.30 p.m. 
at the 


LEEDS FORUM, 113 PARK LANE 


Chairman: Rev. J. S. K. Patrick 


Particulars from: 
Margery Jones, 12 Holmfield Drive, Leeds 8 


Ghristmas Cards 


IF you want Christmas cards with 
a@ peace message, or without 


"IF you want to raise funds 
for your local work 


IF you or your children like colouring 
your own Christmas cards 


IF your local church, club, or 
society has a social or bazaar 


IF you want to help Peace 
News pay its way 


Send 3s. for 


SAMPLE SET OF TEN CARDS 
(including Endsleigh Painting Cards) 
Discounts for groups, bazaars, etc. 

e to 
ENDSLEIGH CARDS 
(Peace News, Ltd.), 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


CONFERENCE ON 
COLONIES 


Four MPs to speak 


47OUR Members of parliament are among 

those who will open sessions at a Con- 

ference on Colonial Problems on Nov. 25 
and 26. 

They are Fenner Brockway, Harold 
Davies, Tom Driberg and Reginald Soren- 
sen. Other speakers are Miss Mary Nichol- 
son, Dr. Lionel Szur, and Mr. George Pad- 
more. 


The Conference is the second of two in 
November organised by the International 
Peoples College, 10 South Bolton Gardens, 


A Conference on Nov. 4 and 5 on “ The 
Co-operative Way of Life,” will be opened 
by Harold Bing, MA, lecturer at the Co- 
operative College, Loughborough, and act- 
ing-chairman of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, other speakers are Mr. Bonner, 
Mr. W. P. Watkins and Miss E. Campbell, 
Assistant Secretary of the Co-operative 
Party. 


All enquiries and applications for the 
conferences should be sent to the Registrar 
at the International Peoples’ College, 10 
South Bolton Gardens, S.W.5. 


TO-MORROW’S LEEDS 
CONFERENCE 


A member of the Executive of the 
National Peace Council, Mr. Kenneth In- 
gram, who has recently returned from 
Yugoslavia, will be the speaker at a one-day 
peace conference at the College of Tech- 
nology, Cookridge Street, Leeds, tomorrow, 
Saturday, at 3.15 p.m. organised by the 
Leeds Peace Council. 


Hon. See. of the Council is Frank Chad- 
wick, 7 Lincoln Avenue, Leeds, 9. 


CONSCRIPTION FOR CD URGED 


NB IDDLESEX County Council are urging 
. that young men should be conscripted 
for an equal spell in Civil Defence if they 
are exempted from military service. 


SAFETY[} 


“Dr. Barnes, the Bishon of Birmingham, 
makes a case for Euthanasia . . - but if 
human life is not sacred, no human lives 
will, in fact, be safe.” 

—News Chronicle Leader, Sept. 1950 


Thou shalt not kill 

The old and ill 

In mercy when they crave to die, 
For human life is sacred still 
And this shall few deny. 

Then tell me why it isn’t wrong 
To liquidate the young and strong 
By raining murder from the sky ? 


YOUR 
SHOE REPAIRS? 


The Silver Circle Guild is a non 
profit making organization whose 
members pledge themselves to use good 
materials and to effer a high standard 
of craftsmanship at a just price. 
Membership is granted only to 
thoroughly competent shoemen. The 
Guild's sole object ia to provide and 
muintain a high standard of shoc 
service ta the public. Where the Silver 
Circle Sign ia displayed a good shoe 
repair ia guaranteed. This is a-sured 
by the member and by the Guild. The 
Guild will, if it is ever necessary and 
without cost, have the repair re-done 
to the satisfaction of the customer. 
Take your shoe repairs to the shop 
displaying the Silver Circle Sign. 


THE SILVER CIRCLE GUILD 
95 Rushton Road, Desborough, 
Northants. 


Published this week 
cE SS ee ee 


PERSONISM 


—A PHILOSOPHY OF PEACE 
by John Nibb 


“ An all-in attack on nationalism . . . strong 
raeat that few except pacifists will be able 
to stomach.” 


SIX SHILLINGS NET 
From any bookseller or the Publishers 


SHEPPARD PRESS 


3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4. 


... and to remind you that CONSCRIP- 
TION CONFLICT may be obtained for 
5s. 6d., post free until the end of this month, 
but will cost full price of 128 6d, thereajter. 


Pree oe Cah eee 


Pal 


PN EDITOR AT NORTHAMPTON 
“Our propaganda 
needs revision” 


“TPIS whole vast system of war-prepared- 

ness we have today is based on the 
assumption that Russia intends a military 
invasion of the West. I believe that as- 
sumption to be totally false, yet it is the 
sole cause of the fear that possessed the 
nations today.” 

This opinion was expressed by Bernard 
Boothroyd, editor of Peace News, to a very 
full meeting of Midland pacifists at the 
Friends Meeting House, Northampton, on 
Saturday. 


“We must realise that the fears of the 
Russians are very real fears. I believe 
they are genuine. Winston Churchill, the 
man who started one of the wickedest wars 
ever fought, on the Bolshevick government 
when that was first set up, and was stopped 
only because there was at that time a 
Labour movement, is today the most popu- 
lar man in England and probably the world. 
isn’t that enough to make them afraid ?” 


A Victorian, he had seen pacifist propa- 
ganda working in two centuries. Thirty 
years ago people didn’t really believe war 
was evil. Now they knew it was, and it 
was a waste of time and energy to keep 
on telling them. 


“e We must change our message from 
‘ war is evil’ to ‘ war is unnecessary,’ ” said 
the speaker. 


Their pacifist propaganda, therefore, 
needed drastic revision. They needed two 
kinds—long-term and short-term. The first 
consisted of the abstract, moral and reli- 
gious principles of pacifism. They could 
fix no time limit to that. But the second 
should be devoted to the practical-polities 
aspect of pacifism as a means of preventing 
war. 


“ We are not telling the people ” 


The people knew about the first, and most 
of them still repudiated it. They knew 
nothing about the second, and we were tell- 
ing them very little about it. 


We must, therefore, make up our minds 
what we want people to know, and what 
kind of message was needed for which kind 
of people. 


It was no use simply telling people that 
pacifism meant turning the other cheek 
and might mean martyrdom, and letting it 
go at that. The man in the street didn’t 
want marytrdom. He wanted to go to the 
football match. But he did also want to 
know how the next war could be prevented, 
nad pacifists were the only people who knew 
that. 


TRAINING COURSE FOR 
PEACE SPEAKERS 


A COURSE of eight fortnightly classes 
““ on public speaking opens on Tuesday 
Oct. 31 at 7.30 p.m. at the North London 
| 6nee Centre, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


On each intervening Tuesday there will 
be a “Current Affairs ” discussion. 


At the first class general hints will be 
given for different kinds of meetings, group, 
semi-publie and public followed by the tech- 
niques of voice production. 


The syllabus for the following classes in- 
cludes preparation and presentation of 
speech; criticism of three minute speeches 
prepared by the class; voice production; 
problem of personal nervousness; chair- 
manship; practice in chairing and speaking; 
hints on open-air speaking; how to use the 
voice, and a final practice night. 


The classes will be under the direction of 
Sybil Morrison and Phyllis Vallance and 
open to all. 


PPU REACHES 999 


There are 999 advertisements for the 
Peace Pledge Union in Essex, says ex- 
policeman J. Morris of Manor Park. They 
are the motor vehicles bearing the. num- 
bers PPU 1-999; the registration letters 
RPU have jwst been taken into use. 


EDITH M. ADLAM 


A The author of the Peace News article 
Portrait of Korea” published on Oct. 13 
was Edith M. Adlam, not Edith M. Alten. 


Emrys Hughes, M.P. 
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; down, not by the enemy, but by the cone 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


== 
There must be at this stage no thought 
of saving the troops or sparing the_popit- 
lation... The honour of the Britwh 
Army is at stake. I rely on you to show 
nu mercy to weakness in any form. 


—Prime Minister to General Wavell 
at Singapore, Jan. 1942, Wit 
ston Churchill Memoirs, Vol. I¥ 


Trotter: Jt’s damn ridiculous making 
raid when the Boche are expecting it 
Osborne: You might avoid talking 0 
Raleigh about it. 

Trotter: Why ? , 
Osborne: There's no need to tell him 18 
murder. 


—Journey’s End. R. C. Sherriff. 

| essed Saturday evening, Mf 
Herbert Morrison in his politica 
broadcast, declared that ordinary 
people were not just “bricks” 
“machines,” but human beings wholt 
the Labour Government intended # 


help to a better way of living and 4 
secure future. 


At the same time he told these peoplé 
whom he means to aid, that the Government 
are forced to spend large sums of money 
upon armaments, and that the sacrifices 
necessary to do this are the price that must 
be paid for peace and security. “ In oF er 
to preserve peace,” he said, ‘we must be 
strong.” 


Politicians are adept at concealing tht 
truth by glib phrases, and Mr. Morris0® 
may be able to persuade most people tha" 
they can have it both ways—security an® 
peace along with threats and armame? 
—simply because they have little or no timé 
to think for themselves, and are mesmeriseé 
by the reiteration of that outworn and total 
discredited statement that peace can 
preserved by preparing for war, 


Threats—or reconciliation? 


To attempt to secure peace by menaciné 
Russia with the atom bomb, huge co” 
scripted armies, tanks and warships, is © 
decide in advance to be always in the for® 
front of the race. A threat with no meale 
to carry it out will deceive no one for 1on& 
and therefore no pains can be spared to tum 
human beings into the machine that is 7 
quired by modern warfare. 


It is hardly to be supposed that any of 
the Great Powers will so far lower thet 
prestige as to capitulate to a threat, an 
they do not, and no effort towards reco™ 
ciliation is made, there is only one end 
not peace, but war. 


Those human beings, who, according 4 
Mr. Morrison, are not just ‘“ machine, 
are those who will indeed pay the price, 2 
of peace and security, but of stupidity 4% 
pride, just as the troops and populace ! 
Singapore paid. . 

Mr. Churchill's unintentional indictmet™ 
of war in his latest volume of memoll 
makes it clear that the advice from the my 
tary commander in Singapore was that tt 
city should be evacuated and not defendet 
but the man sitting in Whitehall decte? 
otherwise, not because he believed that Vi 
tory could be achieved, but in order to main 
tain “prestige.” Thousands of hum’! 
beings who could have been saved were © 
fact murdered, some of them possibly mo” 


a 


n 


mand of an officer who had received the 


order to show no mercy to weakness. 
Wars do not end wars 


Singapore is not the only name whieh 
recalls the bitterness of vain. sacrifice 
human life in war, for all war has P z 
itself to be useless for. the purpose of Oe 
serving peace; wars do not end wars; ” 
do they give security to peoples or 4° 
cracies. The price to be paid is continua 
disguised in a flurry of empty and © g 
puerile words, and sometimes in resoun® «: 
and passionate orations, but the e 
coming when no disguise will suffice 
longer to deceive a world sickene 
appalled by the horrors of wars. 


The strength to which we have clung 
long is like a punctured lifebuoys wi us 
however strongly we swim cannot bring 1, 
ashore, but. there is an opportunity 9O™, 4g 
turn away from this futile and evil meet 
by a different kind of strength—the Pov 
of reconciliation and good will. Moon or 
statement from Prague may have uli 3 
motives but in the four points thea 
solid basis for discussion and conte! int 
now is the time for the British Gov 
to have the courage and the stren 
to threaten war, but to make peace- 


1 
yeu 


and 


PREVENTIVE WAR MADNESS |. 
R. RALPH BUNCHE, 
mediator in Palestine, who w4 
the Nobel Peace Prize this yea | cate 
Windsor, Ontario, that people who 
prevertive war are mad. 
“Impatience and intolerance 
ly foolhardy when the lives. of } 


millions are at stake,” he sale. 26 
—Evening Standard, OF yy 
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